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That  it  was  firft  Introduced  and  Pradtifed  by  our  Countryman 

WILLIAM  CAXTON,  at  fVeJlminfler : 

And  not,  as  is  commonly  believed,  by  a  Foreign  Printer  at  Oxford* 


Invent  as  aut  qui  vitam  excoluere  per  artes ; 

Quiq ;  fui  me  mores  alios  fecere  merendo  ; 

Omnibus  his  nivea  cinguntur  tempora  vitta.  Virg. 
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DISSERTATION 
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PRINTING  in  ENGLAND. 


T  was  a  conftant  Opinion  delivered  down  by  our 
Hiftorians,  That  the  Art  of  Printing  was  intro¬ 
duced  and  firji  praBifed  in  England  ^William 
Caxton,  a  Mercer  and  Citizen  of  London ;  who 
by  his  Travels  abroad,  and  a  Refidence  of  many 
years  in  Holland ,  Flanders ,  and  Germany ,  in  the 
affairs  of  Trade,  had  an  opportunity  of  informing 
himfelf  of  the  whole  Method  and  Procefs  of  the  Art  *,  and  by  the  en¬ 
couragement  of  the  Great,  and  particularly  of  the  Abbot  of  Wefiminftert 
iirft  fetup  a  Prefs  in  that  Abby,  and  began  to  print  Books  foon  after 
the  year  1471. 

T  h  is  was  the  Tradition  of  our  Writers ;  till  a  Book,  which  had 
fcarce  been  obferved  before  the  Reftoration,  was  then  taken  notice  of  by 
the  Curious,  with  a  Date  of  its  Impreffion  from  Oxford ,  anno  1468, 
and  was  confidered  immediately  as  a  clear  proof  and  monument  of  the 

B  exercife 
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exercife  of  Printing  in  that  Univerfity,  feveral  years  before  Caxton 
began,  to  deal  in  it. 

The  Book,  which  is  in  our  Publick  Library,  is  a  fmall  Volume  of 
forty-one  Leaves  in  Quarto,  with  this  Title:  Expofcio  SanBi  feronimi 
in  Simbolum  Apojlolorum  ad  Pap  am  Laurentium :  and  at  the  end,  Expli¬ 
cit  expoficio,  &c.  Impreffa  Qxonie,  &  finita  Anno  Domini  m.cccc.lxviii, 
xvii  die  Decembris. 

The  appearance  of  this  Book  has  robbed  Caxton  of  a  Glory  that 
he  had  long  poflefled,  of  being  the  Author  of  Printing  to  this  King¬ 
dom,  and  Oxford  ever  fince  carried  the  Honour  of  the  firft  Prefs.  The 
only  difficulty  was,  to  account  for  the  filence  of  Hiftory  in  an  Event 
fo  memorable,  and  the  want  of  any  Memorial  in  the  Univerfity  itfelf, 
concerning  the  Eftablifhment  of  a  New  Art  amongft  them,  of  fuch 
uie  and  benefit  to  Learning.  But  this  likewife  has  been  cleared  up,  by 
the  difcovery  of  a  Record,  which  had  lain  obfcure  and  unknown  at 
Lambeth-Houfe ,  in  the  Regifter  of  the  See  of  Canterbury ,  and  gives  a 
Narrative  of  the  whole  tranfadlion,  drawn  up  at  the  very  time. 

A  n  account  of  this  Record  was  firft  publifhed  in  a  thin  Quarto  Vo* 
lume,  in  Englijh  ;  with  this  Title,  T he  Original  and  Growth  of  Print¬ 
ing ,  collected  out  of  Hiftory  and  the  Records  of  this  Kingdom  :  wherein 
is  alfo  dermnft rated,  that  Printing  appertained  to  the  Prerogative  Royal, 
and  is  a  Flower  of  the  Crown  of'  England.  By  Richard  Atkyns,  E% 
London y  1664. 

It  lets  forth  in  Ihort,  That  as  foon  as  the  Art  of  Printing  made 
fame  noife  in  Europe,  Thomas  Bourchier,  Archbifop  of  Canterbury, 
moved  King  Henry  VI.  to  ufe  all  pofible  means  to  procure  it  to  be  brought 
into  England  :  The  King  approving  the  Propofol,  difpatclSd  one  Mr . 
Robert  Tumour,  an  Officer  of  the  Robes ,  into  Flanders,  furniffid  with 
money  for  the  purpofe  who  took  to  his  Affiance  William.  Caxton, 
a  Man  of  Abilities ,  and  Knowledge  of  the  Country  \  and  thefe  two  found 
means  to  bribe  and  entice  over  into  England  one  Frederick  Corfellis,  an 
Under-workman  in  the  Printing-Hou/e  at  Harlem,  where  John  Guttem- 
berg  had  lately  invented  the  Art ,  and  was  then  perfonally  at  work :  which 
-Corfellis  was  immediately  fent  down  to  Oxford  under  a  Guard,  to  prevejit 
his  efcape,  and  to  oblige  him  to  the  performance  of  his  Contract  y  where 

he 
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he  produced  the  Piece  above-mentioned,  but  without  any  Name  of 
Printer.  Thofe  who  have  not  the  opportunity  of  confulting  Atkins's 
Book,  which  is  not  common,  may  find  the  Story  more  at  large  in 
Mr.  Mattaires  Annals,  or  Palmers  Hiltory  of  Printing,  &e . 

From  the  Authority  of  this  Record,  all  our  later  Writers  declare 
Corfellis  to  be  the  firft  Printer  in  England ,  Mr.  Anthony  Wood ,  the 
Learned  Mr.  Mattaire ,  Palmer ,  and  one  Bagford ,  an  induftrious  Man, 
who  had  publilh’d  Propofals  for  an  Hijlory  of  Printings  and  whofe 
Manufcript  Papers  were  communicated  to  me  by  my  Worthy  and 
Learned  Friend  Mr.  Baker :  But  it  is  ftrange  that  a  Piece  fo  fabulous, 
and  carrying  fuch  evident  marks  of  Forgery,  could  impofe  upon  Men 
fo  knowing  and  inquifitive. 

For  firfl  ;  the  Fa dt  is  laid  quite  wrong  as  to  Time  ;  near  the  end 
of  Henry  the  Sixth’s  Reign,  in  the  very  heat  of  the  Civil  Wars ;  when 
it  is  not  credible  that  a  Prince,  ftruggling  for  Life  as  well  as  his  Crown, 
fhould  have  leifure  or  difpofition  to  attend  to  a  Projedt  that  could  hardly 
be  thought  of,  much  lefis  executed,  in  times  of  fiich  calamity.  Phe 
Printer ,  it  is  faid,  was  gracioufy  received  by  the  King ,  made  one  of  his 
fworn  Servantsy  and fent  down  to  Oxford  with  a  Guardy  &c.  all  which 
muft  have  palled  before  the  year  1459 :  for  Edward  IV.  was  proclaimed 
in  Londony  in  the  end  of  it,  according  to  our  computation,  on  the  4th 
of  March ,  and  crowned  about  the  Midfummer  following  * ;  and  yet  we 
have  no  Fruit  of  all  this  Labour  and  Expence  till  near  ten  years  after, 
when  the  little  Book,  decrib’d  above,  is  fuppofed  to  have  been  publilh’d 
from  that  Prefs. 

Secondly  j  The  Silence  of  Caxton  concerning  a  Fadt  in  which  he 
is  faid  to  be  a  principal  Adtor,  is  a  fufficient  Confutation  of  it  :  For  it 
was  a  conftant  cuftom  with  him,  in  the  Prefaces  or  Conclulions  of  his 
Works,  to  give  an  hiftorical  account  of  all  his  Labours  and  Tranladti- 
ons,  as  far  as  they  concerned  the  publilhing  and  printing  of  Books. 
And,  what  is  Hill  ftronger,  in  the  Continuation  of  the  Polychronicon , 
compiled  by  himfelf,  and  carried  down  to  the  end  of  Henry  the  Sixth's 
Reign,  he  makes  no  mention  of  the  Expedition  in  quell  of  a  Printer ; 
which  he  could  not  have  omitted  had  it  been  true :  whilll  in  the  lame 


*  See  Caxton’s  Chronicle. 
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Book  he  takes  notice  of  the  Invention  and  Beginning  of  Bruiting  in  the 
City  of  Mentz  ;  which  I  ftiall  make  feme  ufe  of  by  and  by. 

There  is  a  farther  Circumftance  in  Caxton's  Hiftory,  that  feems 
inconfiftent  with  the  Record  ;  for  we  find  him  ftill  beyond  Sea,  about 
twelve  years  after  the  fuppofed  Tran  iaCt  ion,  *  learning  with  great  charge 
and  trouble  the  Art  of  Printing ;  which  he  might  have  done  with  eafe 
at  home,  if  he  had  got  Corfellis  into  his  hands,  as  the  Record  imports, 
fo  many  years  before  :  But  he  probably  learnt  it  at  Co  log  n,  where  he 
refided  in  1471,  f  and  whence  Books  had  been  firft  printed  with  date, 
the  year  before. 

To  the  Silence  of  Caxton,  we  may  add  that  of  the  Dutch  Writers : 
for  it  is  very  ftrange,  as  Mr.  Chevillier  obferves,  if  the  ftory  of  the 
Record  be  true,  £  Phat  Adrian  Junius,  who  has  collected  all  the  ground¬ 
less  ones  that  favour  the  pretenfions  of  Harlem,  jhould  never  have  heard 
of  it . 

But  thirdly  y  the  moil  direCt  and  internal  Proof  of  its  Forgery,  is 
its  aferibing  the  Origin  of  Printing  to  Harlem;  where  John  Guttemberg 
the  Inventory  is  faid  to  have  been  perfonally  at  worky  when  Corfellis  was 
brought  awayr  and  the  Art  itfelf  to  have  been  firft  carried  to  Mentz  by  a. 
Brother  of  one  of  Guttemberg^  Workmen  :  for  it  is  certain  beyond  all 
doubt,  that  Printing  was  firf  invented  and  propagated  from  Mentz. 
Caxton’s  Teftimony  feems  alone  to  be  decifive;  who,  in  the  Con¬ 
tinuation  of  the  Polychronicony  ||  fays,  About  this  time  (viz,,  anno  1455.J 
the  crafte  of  emprynting  was  firf  found  in  Mogounce  in  Almayne,  &c. 
He  was  abroad  in  the  very  Country,  and  at  the  time,  when  the  firft 
Project  and  Thought  of  it  began,  and  the  rudeft  Eflays  of  it  were  at¬ 
tempted  ;  where  he  continued  for  thirty  years,  viz.  from  1441  to 
1471  :  and,  as  he  was  particularly  curious  and  inquifitive  after  this 
New  Art,  of  which  he  was  endeavouring  to  get  a  perfect  Information, 
he  could  not  be  ignorant  of  the  Place  where  it  was  firft  exercifed.  This 
confutes  what  Palmer  conjectures,  to  confirm  the  Credit  of  the  Record ; 
§  That  the  Compiler  might  take  up  with  the  common  report ,  that  pa  fed 

*  Recule  of  the  Hiftories  of  Troye ,  in  the  end  of  the  2d  and  3d  Books.  f  Recule,  ibid. 
X  L’Origine  de  l’lmprimerie  de  Paris,  c.  h  p.  25.  ||  Fol.  433.  §  Hift.  of  Printing, 

Book  iii.  p.  318. 
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current  at  the  time  in  Holland,  in  favour  ^Harlenv;  or  probably  re¬ 
ceive  it  from  Caxton  himfelf:  For  it  does  not  appear  that  there  was 
any  fuch  report  at  the  time,  nor  many  years  after  ;  and  Caxton,  we 
fee,  was  better  informed  from  his  own  knowledge  :•  and3j  had  Palmer 
been  equally  curious,  he  could  not  have  been  ignorant  of  this  teftimony 
of  his  in  the  very  cafe.. 

Besides  the  Evidence  of  Caxton,  we  have  another  contemporary 
Authority,  from  the  Black  Book,  or  Regifer  of  the  Garter ,  publish'd  by 
Mr.  Anfiis ,  *  where,,  in  the  thirty  fifth  year  of  Henry  VI.  anno  1457, 
it  is  faid.  In  this  year  of  our  mofi  Pious  King,,  the  Art  of  Printing,  Bookes 
firjl  began  at  Mentz,  a  famous  City  of  Germany. 

Fabian  likewife,  the  Writer  of  the  Chronicle,  an  Author  of  good 
credit,  who  lived  at  the  fame  time  with  Caxton,  tho*  fome  years 
younger,  fays,  Phis  y ere  (viz.  35th  Henry  VI.)  after  the  opynyon  of  dyr 
verfe  wry  ter  s,  began  in  a  Citie  g/Almaine,  namyd  Mogunce,  the  Craft  e 
of  empryntynge  Bokys,  which  Jen  that  tyme  hath  had  wonderful  enc reace . 
Thefe  three  Teftimonies  have  not  been  produced  before,  that  I  know 
of  ;  two  of  them  were  communicated  to  me  by  Mr.  Baker ,  who  of 
all  Men  is  the  molt  able,  as  well  as  the  moft  willing  to  give  Infor¬ 
mation  in  every  point  of  curious  .and  uncommon  Hiftory, . 

I  need  not  purfue  this  Queft ion  any  farther;  the  Teftimonies  coim- 
monly  alledged  in  it,  may  be  feen  in  Mr.  Matt  air ey  Palmer ,  &c .  I 
fhall  only  obferve,  that  we  have  full  and  authentic  Evidence  for  the 
Caufe  of  Mentz ,  in  an  Edition  of  Livy  from  that  place,  anno  1518,  by 
John  Scheffer ,  the  Son  of  Peter ,  the  Partner  and  Son-in-law  of  John 
Faufl :  where  the  Patent  of  Privilege  granted  by  the  Emperor  to  the 
Printer;  the  Prefatory  Epiftle  of  Erafmus ;  the  Epiftle  Dedicatory  to  the 
Prince  by  Ulrich  Hutten ;  the  Epiftle  to  the  Reader  of  the  two  Learned 
Men  who  had  the  Care  of  the  Edition  ;  alh concur  in  afterting  the  Ori¬ 
gin  of  the  Art  to  that  City ,  and  the  Invention  and  firft  Exercife  of  it  to 
Fau ft  :  And  Erajmus  particularly,  who  was  a  Dutchman,  would  not 
have  decided  againft  his  own  Country,  had  there  been  any  ground  for 
the  Claim  of  Harlem 


*  Hilt,  of  Garter,  vol.  ii.  p.  i6r, 
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But  to  return  to  the  Lambeth  Record:  As  it  was  never  heard  of  be¬ 
fore  the  Publication  of  Atkins's  Book,  fo  it  has  never  fince  been  feen  or 
"produced  by  any  Man  3  tho’  the  Regifters  of  Canterbury  have  on  many 
occafions  been  diligently  and  particularly  fearch’d  for  it.  They  were 
examined  without  doubt  very  carefully  by  Archbijhop  Parker ,  for  the 
compiling  his  Antiquities  of  the  Britifh  Church  ;  where,  in  the  Life  of 
Thomas  Bourchier ,  tho’  he  congratulates  that  Age  on  the  noble  and  uje- 
ful  Invention  of  Printing,  yet  he  is  filent  as  to  the  Introduction  of  it  into 
England  by  the  Endeavours  of  that  Archbijhop  3  nay,  his  giving  the  Ho¬ 
nour  of  the  Invention  to  Strasburg ,  clearly  (hews,  that  he  knew  no¬ 
thing  of  the  ftory  of  Corfeliis  convey'd  from  Harlem ,  and  that  the  Re¬ 
cord  was  not  in  being  in  his  time.  Palmer  himfelf  owns,  That  it  is 
not  to  be  found  there  now  3  for  that  the  late  Earl  of  Pembroke  afiured 
him ,  that  he  had  employed  a  Perjon  for  Jome  time  to  fearch  for  it,  but  in 
vain  *. 

O  n  thefe  grounds  we  may  pronounce  the  Record  to  be  a  Forgery 3 
tho'  all  the  Writers  above-mentioned  take  pains  to  lupport  its  credit, 
.and  call  it  an  Authentic  Piece . 

Atkins,  who  by  his  manner  of  writing  feems  to  have  been  a 
bold  and  vain  Man,  might  pofiibly  be  the  Inventor;  for  he  had  an  In- 
tereft  in  impofing  it  upon  the  World,  in  order  to  confirm  the  Argument 
of  his  Book,  that  Printing  was  of  the  Prerogative  Royal 3  in  oppo- 
fition  to  the  Company  of  Stationers,  with  whom  he  was  engaged  in 
an  expenfive  Suit  of  Law,  in  defence  of  the  King’s  Patents,  under  which 
he  claim’d  fome  exclufive  Powers  of  Printing.  For  he  tells  us,  -{-That 
upon  conf  dering  the  thing ,  he  could  not  but  think  that  a  Publick  Perjon, 
more  eminent  than  a  Mercer,  and  a  Publick  Purje  muft  needs  be  concern'd 
in  fo  Publick  a  Good :  and  the  more  he  confider'd,  the  more  inquifitive  he 
was  to  find  out  the  'Truth.  So  that  he  had  formed  his  Hypothefis  be¬ 
fore  he  had  found  his  Record  3  which  he  publifh’d,  he  fays,  as  a  Friend 
to  Truth  3  not  to  fiujfer  one  Man  to  be  intituled  to  the  worthy  Atehieve - 
,ments  of  another  3  and  as  a  Friend  to  himjelf  not  to  loje  one  of  his  befi 
Arguments  of  intituling  the  King  to  this  Art.  But,  if  Atkins  was  not 
himfelf  the  Contriver,  he  was  impofed  upon  at  leaft  by  fome  more 

*  Hift.  of  Englijh  Printing,  p.  314.  f  See  pag.  3, 
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crafty  3  who  imagin'd  that  his  Intereft  in  the  Caufe,  and  the  Warmth 
that  he  fhewed  in  profecuting  it,  would  induce  him  to  fwallow  for  ge- 
nuin,  whatever  was  offered  of  the  kind. 

W  e  have  now  clear’d  our  hands  of  the  Record  5  but  the  Book  ftands 
firm,  as  a  Monument  of  the  Exercife  of  Printing  in  Oxford  fix  years 1 
older  than  any  Book  of  Caxton  with  Date.  The  Fad:  is  ftrong,  and 
what  in  ordinary  cafes  paffes  for  certain  Evidence  of  the  Age  of  Books; 
but  in  this,  there  are  fuch  contrary  Facts  to  balance  it,  and  fuch  Cir- 
cumftances  to  turn  the  Scale,  that  to  fpeak  my  mind  freely,  I  take  the 
Date  in  queftion  to  have  been  falfified  originally  by  the  Printer,  either 
by  defign  or  miftake,  and  an  x  to  have  been  dropt  or  omitted-  in  the 
Age  of  its  Imprefiion. 

Examples  of  the  kind  are  common  in  the  Hiftory  of  Printing.  I 
have  obferv’d  feveral  Dates  alter’d  very  artfully  after  Publication,  to  give 
them  the  credit  of  greater  Antiquity.  They  have  at  Harlem ,  in  large. 
Quarto,  a  Tranflation  into  Dutch  of  Bartholomceus  de  proprietatibus  re - 
rum ,  printed  anno  m.cccc.xxxv,,  by  Jacob  Bellart  :  This  they  fhew 
to  confirm  their  Claim  to  the  earliefl:  Printing,  and  deceive  the  Unskil¬ 
ful.  But  Mr.  Bagford ,  who  had  feen  another  Copy  with  a  true  *  Date? 
difcovered  the  Cheat 3  by  which  the  l  had  been  erafed  fo  cunningly, 
that  it  was  not  eafy  to  perceive  it.  But  befides  the  Frauds  of  an  After¬ 
contrivance,  there  are  many  falfe  Dates  originally  given  by  the  Prin¬ 
ters  3  partly  thro’  defign,  to  raife  the  Value  of  their  Works,  but  chiefly 
thro’  negligence  and  blunder.  There  is  a  Bible  at  Ausburg ,  of  ann;. 
1449,  where  the  two  laft  Figures  are  tranfpos’d,  and  fhould  ftand 
thus,  1494  :  Chevillier  mentions  three  more,  •f  one  at  Paris  of  ann . 
14433  another  at  Lyons ,  14463  a  third  at  Bafl^  14503  tho’  Print¬ 
ing  was  not  ufed  in  any  of  thefe  places  till  many  years  after.  Orlandi 
defcribes  three  Books  with  the  like  Miftake  from  Mentz :  And  Jo. 
Koelhof  \  who  firft  printed  about  the  year  1470,  at  Cologn ,  has  dated  one 
of  his  Books  anno m.cccc.  with  a  c  omitted;  and  another,  anno  Hi8; 
which  Palmer  imputes  to  Defign  rather:  than  Miftake 

*  Mr.  Bagford *s  Papers.  f  L’Orig.  de  l’lmprim.  de  Paris,  c.  v.  p.  76,  £  Hift.  of 

Printing,  p.  179. 
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But  what  is  moft  to  our  Point,  is  a  Book  from  the  famous  Prin¬ 
ter,  Nicolas  Jenfon ;  of  which  Mr.  Mattaire  gave  the  firft  notice,  call¬ 
ed  Decor  Puellarum  ;  printed  anno  m.cccc.lxi.  All  the  other  Works 
of  Jenfon  were  publifh’d  from  Venice,  between  arm.  1470  and  1480; 
which  juftiy  raifed  a  Sufpicion,  that  an  x  had  been  dropt  from  the 
Date  of  this,  which  ought  to  be  advanced  ten  years  forward  j  fince  it 
was  not  credible,  that  fo  great  a  Matter  of  the  Art,  who  at  once  in¬ 
vented  and  perfected  it,  could  lie  fo  many  years  idle  and  unemploy’d. 
The  Sufpicion  appeared  to  be  well  grounded  from  an  Edition  of  Fully 's 
Epiftles  at  Venice ,  the  firft  Work  of  another  famed  Printer,  John  de 
Spira,  anno  1469  :  Who,  in  the  four  following  Verfes,  at  the  end  of 
the  Book,  claims  the  Honour  of  being  the  Firft,  who  had  printed  in 
That  City. 

.  *  ♦  •  *  * 

Primus  in  Adriaca  formis  imprejjit  aenis 

Ur  be  libros  Spira  genitus  de  fiirpe  Johannes . 

In  reliquis  fit  quanta ,  vides ,  fpes,  Ledlor ,  habenda, 

.  Quum  labor  hie  primus  calami  Jiiperaverit  Artem . 

I T  is,  3  know,  the  more  current  Opinion,  confirmed  by  the  Tefti- 
mony  of  contemporary  Writers,  that  Jenfon  was  the  Firft  Printer  at 
Venice:  *  But  thefe  Verfes  of  John  de  Spira ,  publifh’d  at  the  time ,  as 
well  as  .the  place ,  in  which  they  both  lived,  and  in  the  face  of  his  Ri¬ 
val  Jenfon ,  without  any  contradiction  from  him,  feem  to  have  a  weight 
too  great  to  be  overruled  by  -any  foreign  Evidence  whatfoever. 

But  whilift  I  am  now  writing,  an  unexpected  Inftance  is  fallen 
into  my  hands,  to  the  fupport  of  my  Opinion  3  an  Inauguration  Speech 
of  the  Woodwardian  Profejfor,  Mr.  Mafon ,  juft  frelh  from  our  Prefs, 
with  its  Date  given  ten  years  earlier  than  it  flaould  have  been,  by  the 
omifion  of  an  x,  viz.  mdccxxiv.  and  the  very  Blunder  exemplified  in 
the  laft  Piece  printed  at  Cambridge ,  which  I  fuppofe  to  have  happen’d 
in  the  firft  from  OxJ'ord. 

These  Inftances,  with  many  more  that  might  be  collected,  fhe w 
the  Poflibility  of  my  Conjecture ;  and,  for  the  Probability  of  it,  the 
Book  itfelf  affords  fufficicnt  Proof :  For,  not  to  infill  on  what  is  lets 

*  Mattaire  Annal.  Typ.  Tom.  i.  p.  36,  bV.  It.  Append,  ad  Tom.  i.  p.  5,  6. 

material. 


[  9  ] 

material,  the  Neatnefs  of  the  Letter ,  and  Regularity  of  the  Page ,  &c. 
above  thofe  of  Caxton  ;  it  has  one  mark,  that  feems  to  carry  the  mat¬ 
ter  beyond  probable,  and  to  make  it  even  certain,  viz.  Ihe  Ufe  of  Sig - 
natures ,  or  Letters  of  the  Alphabet  placed  at  the  bottom  of  the  Page, 
to  £hew  the  Sequel  of  the  Sheets  and  Leaves  of  each  Book :  an  Improve¬ 
ment  contriv'd  for  the  Direction  of  the  Bookbinders ;  which  yet  was 
not  pradtifed  or  invented  at  the  time  when  this  Book  is  fuppofed  to  be 
printed  :  for  we  find  no  Signatures  in  the  Books  of  Fauft  or  Scheffer  at 
Mentz  5  nor  in  the  more  improv'd  and  beautiful  Impreffions  of  John 
de  Spira ,  and  Jenfon,  at  Venice ,  till  feveral  years  later.  We  have  a 
Book  in  our  Library,  that  feems  to  fix  the  very  time  of  their  Invention, 
at  lead:  in  Venice ;  the  Place  where  the  Art  itfelf  received  the  greateft 
Improvements :  Baldi  leBura  fuper  Codic .  &c.  printed  by  Jo.  de  Colonia 
and  Jo.  Manthen  de  Gherretzem ,  anno  m.cccc.lxxiiii.  it  is  a  large 
and  fair  Volume  in  Folio,  without  Signatures ,  till  about  the  middle  of 
the  Book,  in  which  they  are  firft  introduced,  and  fo  continued  for¬ 
ward  :  which  makes  it  probable,  that  the  firft  Thought  of  them  was 
fuggefted  during  the  time  of  the  Imprefiion  :  for  we  have  likewife 
Leftura  Bartholi  fuper  Codic .  &c.  in  two  noble  and  beautiful  Volumes 
in  Folio,  printed  the  year  before  at  the  fame  place,  by  Vindelin  de  Spira , 
without  them  :  yet  from  this  time  forward  they  are  generally  found  in 
all  the  Works  of  the  V metian  Printers ,  and  from  them  propagated  to 
the  other  Printers  of  Europe.  They  were  ufed  at  Cologne ,  anno  1475  ; 
at  Paris,  1476  s  by  Caxton,  not  before  1480:  but  if  the  Difcovery 
had  been  brought  into  England  and  pradtifed  at  Oxford  twelve  years 
before,  it  is  not  probable  that  he  would  have  printed  fo  long  at  Wejl- 
?ninfter  without  them. 

Mr.  Palmer  indeed  tells  us,  That  Anthony  Zarot  was  efteemed the 
Inventor  of  Signatures  5  *  and  that  they  are  found  in  Terence  printed  by 
him  at  Milan  in  the  year  1470,  in  which  he  firft  printed.  I  have  not 
feen  that  Perence ,  and  can  only  fay,  that  I  have  obferved  the  want  of 
them  in  fome  later  Works  of  this,  as  well  as  of  other  excellent  Printers, 
of  the  fame  place.  But  allowing  them  to  be  in  the  lerence ,  and  Zarot 
the  Inventor,  it  confutes  the  Date  of  our  Oxford  Book,  as  effectually,  as  if 


*  Palmer' s  Hift.  p.  .180,  54, 
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they  were  of  later  origin  at  Venice  ;  as  I  had  reafon  to  imagine,  from 
the  Teftimony  of  all  the  old  Books  that  I  have  hitherto  met  with. 

What  further  confirms  my  Opinion  is,  that  from  the  time  of  the 
pretended  Date  of  this  Book,  anno  1468,  we  have  no  other  Fruit  or 
Production  from  the  Prefs  at  Oxford  for  eleven  years  next  following ; 
and  it  cannot  be  imagin'd  that  a  Prefs,  eftablifh’d  with  fo  much  Pains 
and  Expence,  could  be  fuffered  to  lie  fo  long  idle  and  ufelefs  :  whereas 
if  my  Conjecture  be  admitted,  all  the  Difficulties  that  feem  infuper- 
able  and  inconfiftent  with  the  fuppofed  iEra  of  Printing  there,  will 
vanifh  at  once.  For  allowing  the  Book  to  have  been  printed  ten  years 
later,  ann .  1478  ;  then  the  life  of  Signatures  can  be  no  objection  ;  a 
foreign  Printer  might  import  them;  Caxton  take  them  up  from  him; 
and  the  Courfe  of  Printing  and  Sequel  of  Books  publifh’d  from  Oxford 


will  proceed  regularly. 

Expofcio  SanBi  feronimi  in  Simbolum  Apofolorum .  Oxonie 

MCCCCLXXVIII.  1478 

Leonardi  Aretini  in  Arifiot .  Ethic .  Comment ,  ib.  1479 

JEgi dius  de  Roma ,  &c.  de  peccato  original u  ib.  1479 

Guido  de  Columna  de  Hiftoria  Frojana,  per  F.  R,  ib.  1480 

Alexandri  ab  Hales ,  &c.  expoftio  Jiiper  3  Librum  de  Animd , 

per  me  Fheod.  Rood .  ib.  1481 


Franc .  Aretini  Oratoris  Phalaridis  Epifolarum  e  Graeco  in  La - 
tinum  V erf  o.  Hoc  opujculum  in  Alma  Univerftate  Oxonice , 

a  natali  Chrifiano  ducentefma  &  nonagefma  feptima  Olym- 
piade  f elicit er  imprejfum  ef.  That  is,  ann.  148^ 

*  Hoc  teodoricus  Rood  quern  Collonia  mift 
Sanguine  Germ  anus  nobile  f fit  f  opus . 

*  The  only  Copy  of  this  Book,  that  I  have  heard  of,  is  in  the  pofieflion  of  the  Rev.  Air.  Ran¬ 
dolph  of  Deal\  and  the  firft  notice  of  it  was  communicated  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Lewis  of  Mergate ;  who, 
having  been  informed  that  I  had  drawn  up  this  little  Diflertation,  very  kindly  offered  me  the  ufe  of 
his  Notes  and  Papers,  that  he  had  collected  with  great  pains,  on  the  Hiftory  and  Progrefs  of  Engl’jh 
Printing  to  the  End  of  Queen  Elifabeth's  Reign.  From  the  perufal  of  which,  tho’  I  found  no  reafon 
to  make  any  Alteration  of  moment  in  the  prefent  Treatife,  yet  I  had  a  pleafure  to  obferve  a 
perfect  Agreement  between  us,  in  the  chief  Points  on  which  my  Argument  turns,  and  to  find 
my  own  Opinion  confirmed  by  the  Judgment  of  fo  able  an  Antiquary. 

t  prejfit . 


Atque 
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'r. 

Atque  fibi  focius  'Thomas  fuit  Anglicus  Hunte 
Dii  dent  ut  Venetos  exuperare  queant . 

Quam  Jenfon  Venetos  docuit  Vir  G alliens  artem 
Ingenio  didicit  terra  Britanna  fuo 
Celatos  Veneti  nobis  tranfmittere  libros 
Cedite ,  nos  aliis  vendimusy  O  Veneti 
Que  filer  at  vobis  ars  primum  nota  Latini 
Eft  eadem  nobis  ipfa  reperta  pre  s  *. 

Quamvis  fedtos  *  toto  canit  orbe  Brit  anno  s 
Virgilius  plac\  *  his  lingua  Latina  tamen. 

These  are  all  the  Books  printed  at  Oxford  before  ann.  1500,  that 
we  have  hitherto  any  certain  notice  of.  I  have  fet  down  the  Colophon 
and  Verfes  of  the  laid,  becaufe  they  have  fomething  curious  and  hifto- 
rical  in  them.  I  had  feen  one  inftance  before  of  the  Date  of  a  Book 
computed  by  Olympiads ;  Aufonii  Epigrammatm  libriy  &c-,  printed  at 
Venice ,  ann.  1472,  with  this  Defignation  of  the  year  at  the  end  ;  A 
nativitate  Chrifi  ducentefimre  nonagefimee  quint  ce  Olympiadis  anno  1 1 
Where  the  Printer,  as  in  the  prefent  Cafe,  follows  the  common  mi- 
ftake,  both  of  the  Ancients  and  Moderns,  of  taking  the  Olympiad  for 
a  term  of  five  years  compleat  $  whereas  it  really  included  but  four,  and 
was  celebrated  every  fifth  \  as  the  Lufirum  likewife  of  the  Romans .  In 
our  Oxford  Book  the  year  of  the  Olympiad  is  not  diftinguifh’d,  as  in  that 
of  V mice ,  fo  that  it  might  poffibly  be  printed  fomewhat  earlier  and  nearer 
to  the  reft  in  order  of  time  :  But  as  the  7th  V erfe  feems  to  refer  to  the 
Statute  of  the  if  of  Richard  III.  prohibiting  the  Italians  from  import¬ 
ing  and  felling  their  Wares  in  England  by  retail,  &c,  excepting  Books 
written  or  printed  \  which  A 61  paffed  anno  1483,  fo  it  could  not  be 
printed  before  that  year.  The  third  V erfe  refcues  from  oblivion  the 
Name  of  an  Englijh  Printer,  Thomas  Hunte ,  not  mention’d  before  by 
any  of  our  Englijh  Writers,  nor  difeover’d  in  any  other  Book.  But 
what  I  take  for  the  moft  remarkable,  and  lay  the  greateft  ft  refs  upon, 
is,  that  in  the  fixth  Verfe,  the  Art  and  XJfe  of  Printing  is  affirm  d  to 
have  been  fir fi  Jet  on  foot  and  pr  a  fifed  in  this  Ifland  by  our  own  Country¬ 
men  :  which  muft  confequently  have  a  reference  to  Caxton  ;  who 


f  Mr.  Matt.  Annal.  Typ.  p.  98.  not.  h. 
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has  no  Rival  of  this  Country  to  difpute  the  Honour  with  him.  And*: 
fo  we  are  furnifh’d  at  laft  from  Oxford  itfelf,  with  a  Teftimony  that 
overthrows  the  Date  of  their  own  Book. 

Pheodoric  Rood we  fee,  came  from  Cologn  3  where  Caxton  had 
refided  many  years,  and  inftrudted  himfelf  in  the  Art  of  Printing,  ann . 
1471  :  And  being  fo  well  acquainted  with  the  Place,  and  particularly 
the  Printers  of  it,  might  probably  be  the  Inftrument  of  bringing  over 
this,  or  any  other  Printer,  a  year  or  two  before  (if  there  really  was  any ' 
fiich)  to  be  employ’d  at  Oxford 3  and  the  obfcure  Tradition  of  this 
Fad:  give  rife  to  the  Fidion  of  the  Record.  But-  however  this  be,  it 
feems  pretty  clear,  that  C  ax  ton’s  being  fo  well  known  at  Cologn ,  and 
his  fetting  up  a  Prefs  at-home  immediately  after  his  return  from  that 
place,  which  could  hardly  be  a  Secret  to  Rood,  muft  be  the  ground  of 
the  Compliment  paid  to  our  Country,  and  the  very  thing  referr’d  to  in 
the  Verfes; 

W  e  have  one  Book' more,  without  the  Name  of  Printer  or  Place, 
which,,  from  the  Comparifon  of  its  Types  with  thofe  of  Rood,  is  judg¬ 
ed  to  be  of.  his  Printing,  and  added  to  the  Catalogue  of  his  Works  *5, 
Viz. 

Expof'cio  ac  moralifacio  tertij‘  capituli  trenorum  Iheremie  prophete^ 
Fol.  MCCCCLXXXII.- 

And  at  the  end  of  the  Index, 

Explicit  tabula  fuper  opus  trenorum  compilatum  per  fob  ann.  Latte - 
hurij  ordinis  minor  urn-.. 

Bat  the  Identity  of  the  Letter  in  different  Books,  thos  a  probable  Ar«  * 
gument^  is  not  always  a  certain  one  for  the  Identity  of  the  Prefs. 

Besides  this  early  Printing  at  Oxford,  our  Library  gives*  us  proof 
of  the  ufe  of  it  likewife,  about  the  fame  time,,  in  the  City  of  London r. 
much  earlier  than  our  Writers  had  imagined*  with  the  Names  of  two, 
thefrft  Printers  there,  that  none  of  them  take  notice  of  3  John  Lettov,- 
-and  Will,  de  Machlinia.  Of  the  firft,  we  have,  Jacobus  de  Valencia  in 
Bfalterium,  &c.  excuf  in  civitate  Londomenfi,  ad  expenfas  Wilhelmi 
Wilcock  per  me  Johannem  Lettou  mcccclxxxi.  Fol.  Of  the  lecond  3 
Speculum  Chrijliani ,  &c.  and  at  the  end  3  Ife  libellns  imprefus  ejl  in' 


*  M.  Lewits  MSS.  Papers, 
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epuientifjima  Ch  it  ate  Londoniarum  per  Willelmum  de  Machlinia ,  ad  in ~ 
Jianciam  necnon  expenjas  Henrici  Urankerbergh  mercatoris .  Quarto: 
without  Date,  but  in  a  very  coarfe  and  Gothic  Character,  more  rude 
than  Caxton’s  :  And  from  both  thefe  Printers  in  Partnerfhip,  we 
have  the  firfl  Edition  of  the  famous  Littleton  s  tenures ;  printed  at 
London ,  in  a  fmall  Folio,  without  Date ;  which  his  Great  Commeil* 
tator,  the  Lord  Chief  Juftice  Coke,  had  not  feen  or  heard  of :  for  in  the 
Preface  to  his  Inftitutes,  he  fays,  L'hat  this  Work  was  not  publifh'd  in 
Print  either  by  Judge  Littleton  himfelf,  or  Richard  his  Son  and  that 
the  firjl  Edition ,  that  he  had  feen ,  was  printed  af  Ro&n  in  Normandy  ad 
injlanciam  Richardi  Pynfonr  Printer  to  King  Henry  VIII.  We  have 
this  Edition  alfo  in  our  Library,  but  it  is  undoubtedly  later  by  thirty 
or  forty  years  than  the  other  we  are  fpeakingof;  which,  as  far  as  we 
may  collect  from  the  time  noted  above,  in  which  Job.  Lettou  printed, 
was  probably  publifh’d,  or  at  leaft  put  to  the  Prefs  by  the  Author  him* 
felf,  who  died  ann.  1481. 

Whilst  Printing  was  thus  going' forward  at  Wefminjler,  Oxford, 
and  London ,  there  was  a  Prefs  alfo  employed  at  St.  Albans ,  by  the 
Schoolmafter  of  that  place ;  whofe  Name  has  not  had  the  fortune  td 
be  tranfmitted  to  us,  tho’  he  is  mention’d  as  a  Man  of  merit,  and 
Friend  of  Caxton.  He  had  drawn  up  and  printed  in  Englifh,  a  Book 
of  Chronicles,  commonly  called  Fruhius  Stemporum,  ^zz/z.  1483.  which 
I  have  never  been  able  to  meet  with  :  but  in  a  later  Edition  of  it  after 
his  death,  there  is  the  following  Colophon t 

Here  endyth  this  pre/ent  crony cle  of  Englond  with  the  frute  of  tymes, 
compiled  in  a  booke  and  enprynted  by  one  Jometyme  Scolemayjler  of  St.  Al - 
bons,  on  whoos  Joule  god  have  mercy ,  and  newly  enprynted  at  Wejlmefre 
by  Wynkyn  de  Worde  mcccclxxxxvii. 

It  was' the  fame  Schoolmafter  without  doubt,  who  printed  three- 
years  before  in  Latin  : 

Rhetorica  nova  Fratris  Laurentij  Gulielmi  de  Saona  ordinis  minorum,, 
compilata  in  alma  Univerftate  Cantabrigia  aim.  1478,  impref'a  apud- 
Viliam  Sii  Albani.  M.CCCC.LXXX. 

This  was  once  in  Bifhop  Mores  Library,  being  defcrib’d  in  the  printed 
Catalogue  of  his  other  rare  Books  3  *  but  it  is  now  loft,  or  ftolen  from 

*  CataL  Libror.  Manuferiptor  Angl.  Oxon.  p.  391. 
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that  noble  Collection  ;  which,  by  an  example  of  munificence  fcarce  to 
be  paralleled,  was  given  to  our  Univerfity  by  his  late  Majefty  King 
George ,  and  will  remain  a  perpetual  Monument  of  the  great  Mind  and 
publick  Spirit  of  that  Prince. 

The  fame  Book  is  mentioned  by  Mr.  St  type  among  thofe  given  by 
Archbifhop  Parker  to  Corpus-Chrifti  College  in  Cambridge ;  but  the 
words,  compilata  in  Univerjitate  Cantabrigice ,  have  drawn  this  Learned 
Antiquary  into  the  Miftake  of  imagining,  that  it  was  printed  alfo  in 
that  year  at  our  Univerfity,  and  of  doing  us  the  Honour  of  remarking 
upon  it ;  So  ancient  was  Printing  in  Cambridge  *. 

W  e  have  one  Piece  however  in  our  Library  from  this  Prefs,  in  a 
fmall  Folio,  and  at  the  end  of  it  the  following  Advertifement. 

There  in  thys  boke  afore  ar  contenyt  the  bokys  oj  hanky ng  and  huntyng 
with  other  plefur is  dyverfe.  And  alfo  of  Coote  armuris  a  nobull  werke* 
And  here  now  endyth  the  boke  of  blafyng  of  armys ,  tranftatyt  and  compylyt 
togedyr  at  Saynt  Albons  mcccclxxxvi. 

After  the  firft  Treatife  of  Hawking  and  Hunting,  &c.  is  added. 
Explicit  Da?7i  fulyans  Barnes  in  her  boke  of  huntyng.  Tho’  her  Name 
be  fubjoin’d  to  the  firft  Part  only,  yet  the  whole  is  conftantly  afcribed  to 
her,  and  paffes  for  her  Work.  She  was  of  a  noble  Family,  Sifter  to 
Richard  Lord  Berners  of  Efj'ex ,  and  Friorefs  of  Sopwell  Nunnery  near 
St.  Albans  :  She  lived  about  the  year  1460,  and  is  celebrated  by  Leland 
and  other  Writers  for  her  uncommon  Learning  and  Accomplifhments, 
under  the  Name  of  full  ana  Berners. 

I  shall  now  return  to  Caxton,  and  ftate  as  briefly  as  I  can  the 
pofitive  Evidence  that  remains  of  his  being  the  Firft  Printer  of  this 
Kingdom  ;  for  what  I  have  already  alledged,  is  chiefly  negative  or  cir- 
cumftantial.  And  here,  as  I  hinted  at  fetting  out,  all  our  Writers  be¬ 
fore  the  Reftoration,  who  mention  the  Introduction  of  the  Art  amongft 
us,  give  him  the  Credit  of  it,  without  any  Contradiction  or  Variation. 
Stowe  in  his  Survey  of  Lo?idon ,  fpeaking  of  the  37th  year  of  Henry  VI. 
or  ann.  1458,  fays,  The  noble  Science  of  Printi?7g  was  about  this  time 
found  at  Magunce  by  Joh.  Guttemberg  a  Knight  5  and  William 

*  Life  of  Archb.  Parker ,  p.  519. 
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Caxt  o  N  of  London  Mercer ,  brought  it  into  England,  about  the  year 
1471,  and  firf  pradiifed  the  fame  in  the  Abby  of  Weftminfter.  S Truffel 
gives  the  fame  account  in  the  Hiftory  of  Henry  VI.  and  Sir  Richard 
Baker  in  his  Chronicle  :  and  Mr.  Howell  in  his  Londinopolisy  defcribes 
the  place  where  the  Abbot  of  Wefminfler  let  up  the  firf  Prefs  for 
Caxt  on  h  ufe>  in  the  Almonry  or  Ambry .  But  above  all,  the  famous 
Joh.  Leland ,  Library-Keeper  to  Henry  VIII.  who  by  way  of  Honour 
had  the  Title  of  The  Antiquary ,  and  lived  near  to  Caxt  on's  own 
time,  expreflly  calls  him,  The  firjl  Printer  of  England ,  *  and  fpeaks 
honourably  of  his  Works :  And  as  he  had  fpent  fome  time  in  Oxford , 
after  having  firft  ftudied  and  taken  a  Degree  at  Cambridge ,  he  could 
hardly  be  ignorant  of  the  Origin  and  Hiftory  of  Printing  in  that  Uni- 
verlity.  I  cannot  forbear  adding,  for  the  fake  of  a  Name  fo  celebrated, 
the  more  modern  Teftimony  of  Mr.  Henry  Wharton ,  who  affirms 
Caxt  on  to  have  been  the  firf  that  imported  the  Art  of  Printing  into 
this  Kingdom .  -f*  On  whofe  Authority,  I  imagine,  the  no  lefs  celebrated 
M.  du  Pin  ftiles  him  likewife  the  firft  Printer  of  England  J. 

T  o  the  Atteftation  of  our  Hiftorians,  who  are  clear  in  Favour  of 
Caxt  on,  and  quite  filent  concerning  an  earlier  Prefs  at  Oxford ,  the 
Works  of  C  ax  ton  himfelf  add  great  Confirmation  :  the  Rudenefs  of 
the  Letter  ;  Irregularity  of  the  Page ;  want  of  Signatures $  initial  Let¬ 
ters^  &c.  in  his  firft  Impreffions,  give  a  Prejudice  at  fight  of  their  be¬ 
ing  the  firft  Productions  of  the  Art  amongft  us.  But  befides  thefe  Cir- 
cumftances,  I  have  taken  notice  of  a  Paffage  in  one  of  his  Books,  |j  that 
amounts  in  a  manner  to  a  diredt  Teftimony  of  it.  Thus  end  I  this 
book ,  &c.  and  for  as  moche  as  in  wrytyng  of  the  fame  my  penne  is  worn , 
myn  han ^  wery>  and  myn  eyen  dimmed  with  over  moche  lokyng  on  the  whit 
paper — and  that  age  crepeth  on  me  dayly — and  alfo  becaufe  I  have  pro - 
myfid  to  dyverce  gentilmen  and  to  my  frendes  to  adrejfe  to  hem  as  hafiely  as 
I  myght  this  fay  d  book ,  Therefore  I  have  praByJed ,  and  lenied  at  my  grete 
charge  and  difpenfe  to  ordeyne  this  Jayd  book  in  prynte  after  the  maner  and 
forme  as  ye  may  here  fee ,  and  is  not  wreton  with  penne  and  ynke  as  other 
bokes  ben  to  thende  that  every  man  may  have  them  at  tones ,  for  all  the 

*  -^e  fcriptorib.  Brit.  p.  480.  f  Append,  ad  Cave  Hilt,  liter,  p.  49.  £  Ecclefiaft. 

Hift.  Cent.  xiv.  p.  71,  Edit.  Engl.  ||  Recule,  &c.  in  the  end  of  the  3d  Book. 
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bookes  of  this  for  ye  named ,  the  recule  of  the  hiforyes  of  Troyes,  thus  em- 
pryntid  as  ye  here  fee,  were  begonne  in  oon  day  and  alfo  finifhed  in  oon 
day ,  &c.  Now  this  is  the  very  file  and  language  of  the  firfl  Printers , 
as  every  body  knows,  who  has  been  at  all  converfant  with  old  Books. 
Fauf  and  Scheffer ,  the  Inventors,  fet  the  example  in  their  firft  Works 
from  Mentzs  by  advertifmg  the  Publiek  at  the  end  of  each,  That  they 
were  not  drawn  or  written  by  a  Pen ,  (as  all  Books  had  been  before )  but 
made  by  a  new  Art  and  Invention  of  Printings  or  famping  them  by  Cha¬ 
racters  or  "Types  of  Metal  fet  in  Forms.  In  imitation  of  whom,  the  fuc- 
ceeding  Printers,  in  moll  Cities  of  Europe ,  where  the  Art  was  new, 
generally  gave  the  like  Advertifement ;  as  we  may  fee  from  Venice , 
Rome,  Naples ,  Verona ,  Baft ,  Ausburg,  Louvain ,  &c.  juft  as  our 
C  a  x  t  o  n,  in  the  inftance  above. 

I  n  Pliny's  Natural  Hiftory,  printed  at  Venice,  we  have  the  following 
Verfes: 

§>uem  modo  tam  rarum  cupiens  vix  leClor  haberet y 
Quiq\  etiam  fraCtus  pcene  legendus  eram  : 

Refituit  Venetis  me  nuper  Spira  Johannes ; 

Exfcripftq,  libros  cere  not, ante  meos. 

Fefd  manus  quondam ,  moneo,  calamufq-,  quiefcat : 

Namq-y  labor  fudio  ceffit  &  ingenio .  m.cccc.lxviiii. 

In  a  Spanijh  Hiftory  of  Rodericus  Santius ,  printed  at  Rome: 

De  mandato  R.  P.  D.  Roderici  Epifcopi  Palentini  AuCtoris  hujus  libri, 
ego  Udalricus  Gallus  fine  calamo  aut  pennis  eund.  librum  imprefi, 

A 

At  the  End  of  Cicero's  Philippic  Orations: 

Anfer  Tarpeii  cufos  Jovis ,  unde,  quod  alis 
Confreperes ,  Gallus  decidit ;  Ultor  adef 

Uldricus  Gallus:  ne  quern pofcantur  in  ufumy 
Edocuit  pennis  nil  opus  efe  tuis. 

Imprimit  ille  die ,  quantum  non  fcribitur  anno. 

Ingenio y  baud  noceas,  omnia  vincit  homo , 


In 
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In  Eufebius' s  Chronicony  printed  in  Latin  at  Milan: 

Omnibus  ut  pateant ,  tabulis  imprejfit  ahenis 
Utile  Lavania  gente  Philippus  opus . 

Haffenus  hoc  toto  rarum  fuit  orbe  vo  lumen, 

Quod  vix,  qui  ferret  t  cedi  a,  fcriptor  erat. 

Nunc  ope  Lavanicz  numerofa  volumina  nofir  i 
JEre  perexiguo  qualibet  urbe  legunt . 


A  n  d  as  this  is  a  flxong  Proof  of  his  being  our  Firjl  Printer  \  fo  it 
is  a  probable  one,  that  this  very  Book  was  the  Firjl  of  his  printing.  I 
have  never  feen  the  Liber  Fejlialis ,  a  Book  without  Date,  which  Mr. 
Palmer  takes  for  his  firjl  *  :  but  the  Reafons  aflign’d  for  it,  feem  to 
agree  full  as  well  to  the  Recule  of  the  Hifiories  of  Troy :  and  had  he  met 
with  this  perfect  in  the  end  of  the  third  Book,  he  would  probably  have 
been  of  another  mind.  C  ax  ton  had  finifhed  the  Tranfiation  of  the  two 
firjl  Books  at  Cologn,  ann.  1471  :  and  having  then  good  leijiire ,  refolved  to 
t  ran  flat  e  the  ^d  at  the  fame  place  \  :  in  the  end  of  which,  we  have  the 
Paflfage  recited  above.  Now  in  his  other  Books  tranflated,  as  this  was, 
from  the  French ,  he  commonly  marks  the  precile  time  of  his  entring 
on  the  Tranllation  ;  of  his  finifhing  it ;  and  of  his  putting  it  afterwards 
into  the  Prefs :  which  ufed  toTollow  each  other  with  little  or  no  Inter- 
miffion,  and  were  generally  compleated  within  the  compafs  of  a  few 
Months.  So  that  in  the  prefent  cafe,  after  he  had  finifhed  the  Tranfia¬ 
tion,  which  muft  be  in,  or  foon  after  ann.  1471,  it  is  not  likely  that 
he  would  delay  the  Impreffion  longer  than  was  neceflary  for  the  pre¬ 
paring  his  Materials  ;  efpecially  as  he  was  engaged  by  Promife  to  his 
Friends,  who  feem  to  have  been  prefling  and  in  hafte,  to  deliver  Copies 
of  it  to  them  as  foon  as  poflible. 

But  as  in  the  Cafe  of  the  Firjl  Printer,,  fo  in  this  of  his  Firjl  W ork^ 
we  have  a  Teftimony  alio  from  himfelf  in  favour  of  this  Book  :  for  I 
have  obferved  that  in  the  recital  of  his  Works,  he  mentions  it  the  firjl 
in  order,  before  the  Book  of  Chejfe ,  which  feems  to  be  a  good  Argument 
of  its  being  actually  the.  firjl .  Whan  I  had — accomphjhed  dyvers  werkys - 
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and  hyjfans  tnanfi'aied  out  of  frenjhe  into  mglyfhe  at  tht  requejle  of  rcri  ay  n 
lories  ladyes  and  gcntylmen ,  as  the  recuyei  of  the  hyftoryes  of  Troye,  the 
book  of  Chef  e}  the  hyfiorye  of  faf on y  the  hyfiorye  of  the  jnirrour  of  the 

World,  * - 1  have  fubmyfed  myjelf  to  tranflate  into  englyfhe  the  legende  of 

Sayntes ,  called  Legenda  aurea  in  latyn——and  Wylyam  Erie  of  Aron  del 

defy  red  me - and  promy fed  to  take  a  refonable  quantyte  of  them— -Jente  to 

me  a  worjhipful  gentylman — — promyfing  that  my  J'ayd  lord  fhould  durying 
my  lyf  geve  and  graunt  to  me  a  yerely  fee ,  that  is  to  note ,  a  bucke  infom - 
mer  and  a  doo  in  wynter,  &c.  * 

All  this,  added  to  the  common  marks  of  earlier  Antiquity ,  which 
are  more  obfervable  in  this,  than  in  any  other  of  his  Books  that  I  have 
yet  feen,  viz.  the  Rudenefs  of  the  Letter  the  Incorredlnefs  of  the  Lan¬ 
guage  ,  and  the  greater  Mixture  of  Fre?ich  words ,  than  in  his  later 
Pieces ;  makes  me  conclude  it  to  be  his  firfl  Work  ;  executed  when  he 
came  frelh  from  a  long  Refldence  in  foreign  Parts.  Nay,  there  are 
fome  Circumftances  to  make  us  believe,  that  it  was  actually  printed 
abroad  at  Cologn ,  where  he  finifhed  the  Tranflation,  and  where  he  had 
been  praBifing  and  learning  the  Art :  for  after  the  account  given  above, 
of  his  having  learnt  to  print,  he  immediately  adds,  Whiche  book  I  have 
prefented  to  my  fayd  redoubtid  lady  Margrete ,  Ducheffe  of  bourgoyne ,  &c. 
and  Jhe  bath  well  accept  id  hity  and  largely  rewarded  me ,  &c.  which 
feems  to  imply  his  continuance  abroad  till  after  the  Impreffion,  as  well 
as  the  Tranflation  of  the  Book.  The  Conjedlure  is  much  ftrengthened 
by  another  Fa  ft  attefted  of  him  $  That  he  did  really  print  at  Cologn  the 
firft  Edition  of  Bartholomceus  de  proprietatibus  rerumy  in  Latin :  which 
is  affirmed  by  Wynkyn  de  Wordey  in  an  Englijh  Edition  of  the  fame 
Book,  in  the  following  Lines  : 

And  alfo  of  your  chary  te  beare  in  remembraunce 

fhe  foule  of  William  Caxton  firfl  printer  of  this  boke , 

In  laten  tongue  at  Coleyn  himfelf  to  advauncey 
fhat  every  well  difpofyd  man  may  thereon  loke . 

I  have  never  feen,  or  met  with  any  one,  who  has  feen  this  Latin  Edition 
of  Bartholomceus  by  Caxton.  It  is  certain,  that  the  fame  Book  was 

+  Matt.  Ann.  Append,  ad 
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printed  at  Cologn  by  Jo.  Koelholf  \  and  the  firft  that  appears  of  his  print¬ 
ing,  anti.  1470,  *  whilft  Caxton  was  at  the  place  and  bufying  him- 
felf  in  the  Art :  And  if  we  fuppofe  him  to  have  been  the  Encourager 
and  Promoter  of  the  Work,  or  to  have  furnifhed  the  Expence  of  it,  he 
might  poflibly  on  that  account  be  confidered  at  home  as  the  Author  of 
it. 

I  t  is  now  time  to  make  an  end,  left  I  be  cenfured  for  fpending  too 
much  pains  on  an  Argument  fo  inconfiderable  -y  where  my  only  view 
is  to  fet  right  fome  little  Points  of  Hiftory,  that  had  been  falfely  or 
negligently  treated  by  our  Writers,  to  which  the  Courfe  of  my  Studies 
and  Employment  engaged  me  to  pay  fome  Attention :  and  above  all, 
to  do  a  piece  of  Juftice  to  the  Memory  of  our  worthy  Countryman 
William  Ca  x  t  o  n  ^  nor  fuffer  him  to  be  robbed  of  the  Glory  fo 
clearly  due  to  him,  of  having  JirJl  imported  into  this  Kingdom  an  Art 
of  great  Ufe  and  Benefit  to  Mankind  :  a  kind  of  Merit,  that  in  the 
fenfe  of  all  Nations,  gives  the  beft  Title  to  True  Praife,  and  the  beft 
Claim  to  be  commemorated  with  Honour  to  pofterity  :  And  it  ought 
to  be  infcribed  on  his  Monument,  what  I  find  declar'd  of  another  Prin¬ 
ter,  Bartholomeus  Bottoms  of  Reggio,  Primus  ego  in  patria  modo 

CHART  AS  jERE  SIGNAVI,  ET  NOVUS  BIBLIOPOLA  FUI,  &C.  •f' 

H  e  had  been  bred  very  reputably  in  the  way  of  Trade,  and  ferved 
an  Apprenticefhip  to  one  Robert  Large ,  a  Mercer ,  who  after  having 
been  Sheriff  and  Lord  Mayor  of  London ,  died  ann.  144  i,  and  left  by 
Will,  as  may  be  feen  in  the  Prerogative-Office ,  xxim  Marks  to  his 
Apprentice  William  Caxton:  a  confiderable  Legacy  in  thofe  days, 
and  an  early  Teftimonial  of  his  good  Character  and  Integrity. 

From  the  time  of  his  Mafter’s  death,  he  fpent  the  following  thirty 
years  beyond  Sea,  in  the  Bufinefs  of  Merchandize  :  where,  in  the  year 
1464,  we  find  him  employ'd  by  Edward  IV.  in  a  publick  and  honour¬ 
able  Negotiation,  jointly  with  one  Richard  Whitehill ,  Efq;  to  tranfaft 
and  conclude  a  Treaty  of  Commerce  between  the  King  and  his  Bro¬ 
ther-in-law  the  Duke  of  Burgundy ,  to  whom  Flanders  belonged.  The 
Commifiion  ftiles  them,  Ambajjiatores ,  Procuratores ,  Nuncios ,  &  De~ 

f  Ibid.  p.  432.  in  not. 
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putatos  fpeciales  ;  and  gives  to  both  or  either  of  them  full  Powers  to 
treat,  &c.  * 

Whoever  turns  over  his  printed  Works,  mull  contract  a  Refpect 
for  him,  and  be  convinced  that  he  preferved  the  lame  Character  thro' 
Life  of  an  honeft,  modeft  Man  ;  greatly  induftrious  to  do  good  to  his 
Country,  to  the  beft  of  his  Abilities,  by  fpreading  among  the  People 
fuch  Books  as  he  thought  ufefol  to  Religion  and  good  Manners,  which 
were  chiefly  tranflated  from  the  'French.  The  Novelty  and  Ufefulnefi 
of  his  Art  recommended  him  to  the  fpecial  notice  and  favour  of  the 
Great ;  under  whofe  Protection,  and  at  whofe  Expence,  the  greateft 
part  of  his  Works  were  publifhed.  Some  of  them  are  addrelTed  to 
King  Edward  the  Fourth  ;  his  Brother  the  Duke  of  Clarence ;  and 
their  Sifter  the  Dutchefs  of , Burgundy ;  in  whofe  Service  and  Pay  he 
lived  many  years,  before  he  began  to  print;  as  he  oft  acknowledges 
with  great -Gratitude.  He  printed  likewife  for  the  Ufe,  and  by  the 
exprefs  Order  of  'Henry  the  Seventh  ;  his  Son  Prince  Arthur ;  and  many 
of  the  principal  Nobility  and  Gentry  of  that  Age  :  All  which  confirms 
the  Notion  of  his  being  the  Firjl  Printer ;  for  he  would  hardly  have 
been  fo  much  carefled  and  employed,  had  there  been  an  earlier  and 
abler  Artift  aril  the  while  at  Oxford,  who  yet  had  no  Employment  at 
all  for  the  Ipace  of  eleven  years. 

I  t  has  been  generally  aflerted  and  believed,  that  all  his  Books  were 
printed  in  the  Abby  of  IV ejlminjler ;  yet  we  have  no  afliirance  of  it 
rfrom  himfelf,  nor  any  mention  of  the  Place  before  ann.  1477:  fo 
that  heiiad  been  printing  feveral  years,  without  telling  us  where.  There 
is  one  miftake  however,  worth  the  correcting,  that  the  Writers  have 
univerfally  fallen  into,  and  taken  up  from  each  other  ;  That  John  IJlip 
was  the  Abbot  who  firft  encouraged  the  Art,  and  entertained  the  Artift 
in  his  houfe :  Whereas  I  find  upon  inquiry,  that  he  was  not  made 
Abbot  till  four  years  after  C  ax  ton’s  death  ;  and  that  Thomas  Milling 
was  Abbot  ann.  1470,  made  Bifhop  of  Hereford  a  few  years  after, 
and  probably  held  the  Abby  in  Commendam ,  till  the  year  1485,  in 
which  John  EJlney  next  fucceeded :  So  that  Milling ,  who  was  reputed 
a  great  Scholar,  muft  have  been  the  generous  Friend  and  Patron  of 

*  Ryir.er  Feed.  Tom.  xi.  p.  536.  Item  Matt.  Ann.  Typ.  Append,  ad  Tom.  i.  p.  33. 
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Caxton,  who  gave  that  liberal  reception  to  an  Art  fo  beneficial  to 
Learning  *. 

This  fhews  how  unfafe  it  is  to  truft  to  common  Hiftory,  and  how 
neceflary  to  recur  to  original  Teftimonies,  where  we  would  know  the 
Rate  of  Fads  with  exadnefs.  Mr.  Echard ,  at  the  end  of  Edward  the 
Fourth's  Reign,  among  the  Learned  of  that  Age,  mentions  William 
Caxton  as  a  Writer  of  Englijh  Hifory ;  but  feems  to  doubt  whe¬ 
ther  he  was  the  fame  with  the  Printer  of  that  Name.  Had  he  ever 
looked  into  Caxton ’s  Books,  the  doubt  had  been  cleared ;  or  had  he 
jconfulted  his  Chronicle  of  England ,  which  it  is  ftrange  that  an  Englijh 
Hiflorian  could  negled,  he  would  have  learnt  at  leaft  to  fix  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  that  Reign  with  more  exadnefs,  as  it  is  noted  above,  juft  two 
years  earlier  than  he  has  placed  it  •f . 

There  is  no  clear  account  left  of  C  ax  ton's  Age  :  but  he  was  cer¬ 
tainly  very  old,  and  probably  above  fourfcore,  at  the  time  of  his  death, 
in  the  year  1471  he  complained,  as  we  have  feen,  of  the  Infirmities 
of  Age  creeping  upon  him,  and  feebling  his  body  ;  yet  he  lived  twenty- 
three  years  after,  and  purfued  his  Buiinefs  with  extraordinary  Diligence, 
in  the  Abby  of  W jlminfter,  till  the  year  1494,  in  which  he  died;  not 
in  the  year  following,  as  all,  who  write  of  him,  affirm.  This  appears 
from  fome  Verfes  at  the  end  of  a  Book,  called,  Hiltons  Scale  of  Per - 
fe&ion,  printed  in  the  fame  year. 

Infynite  laud  with  thankynges  many  folde 
1  yelde  to  God  ?ne  jbcouryng  wyth  his  grace 
Phis  boke  to finyjhe  whiche  that  ye  beholde 
Scale  of  perfeccion  calde  in  every  place 
Whereof  thauttor  Walter  Hilton  was 

And  Wynkyn  de  Worde  this  hath  Jett  in  print 
In  William  Caxfons  hows  Jo  fyll  the  cafe, 

God  ref  his  Joule .  In  joy  ther  mot  it  Jlynt . 

Inprejfus  anno  falutis  MCCCCLXXxxiiii, 

*  Willis's  Hift.  of  Mitred  Abbies,  vol.  L  p.  zo 6.  f  Hill,  of  Engl. 
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T  h  o'  he  had  printed  for  the  ufe  of  Edward  IV.  and  Henry  VH» 
yet  I  find  no  ground  for  the  Notion  which  Palmer  takes  up,  that  the 
firft  Printers,,  and  particularly  C  ax  ton,  were  fworn  Servants  and 
Printers  to  the  Crown :  for  C  ax  t  o  n,  as  far  as  I  have  obferved,  gives 
not  the  lead:  hint  of  any  fuch  Character  or  Title;  tho’  it  feems  to  have- 
been  inftituted  not  long  after  his  death  :  for  of  his  two  principal  Work- 
men,  Richard  Pynfon ,  and  Wynkin  de  Worde ,  the  one  was  made  Prin¬ 
ter  to  the  King ;  the  other,  to  the  King's  Mother  the  Lady  Margaret . 
Pynfon  gives  himfelf  the  firft  Title,  in  the  Imitation  of  the  Life  of  Chrift , 
printed  by  him- at  the  Commandment  of  the  Lady  Margaret ,  who  had 
tranflated  the  fourth  Book  of  it  from  the  French y  ann.  1504:  and  Wyn- 
kin  de  Worde  afliimes  the  fecond,  in  The  feven  Penitential  Pfalms ,  ex¬ 
pounded  by  Bilhop  Fijher ,  and  printed  ann .  1509. 

But  there  is  the  Title  oft  a  Book  given  by  Palmer ,,  that  feems  to 
contradidt  what  is  here  faid  of  Pynfon viz.  PJalterium  ex  mandato  vidlo- 
rioffjimi  Anglic v  Regis  Henrici  Septimiy  per  Gulielmum  Fanque,  Im- 
prefforem  Regium,  anno  m.d.iiii.  which  being  the  only  Work  that  has 
ever  been  found  of  this  Printer,  makes  it  probable,  that  he  died  in  the 
very  year  of  its  Impreflion,  and  was  fucceeded  immediately  by  Richard 
Pynfon  :  whofe  ufe  of  the  fame  Title  fo  loon  after,,  (hews  the  Writers 
to  be  miftaken  in  this,  and  feveral  other  particulars  relating  to  his  Hi- 
ftory,  as  well  as  .  that  of  Wynkin  de  Worde ,  which  it  is  not  my  prefen t 
Bufinefs  to  explain.. 


A  CA- 


A  C  AT  A  L  O  G  IT  E  of  Books  printed  by  C  A  X  T  O  N, 
which  are  in  the  Publick  Library  at  Cambridge* 


HE  Game  of  the  Cheffe  5  a  tranflatid  out  of  Frenjhe  Into  Englijjhe 

JL  - fynyfhed  the  laft  daye  of  Marche ?  the  yere  of  our  Lord  God 

a  thoufand  foure  honderd.  and  lxxiiii.  Fol.  1474 

The  Didles  or  Sayengis  of  the  PhiloJ'ophhres ;  tranflated  out  of  Frenfie 
by  Antorie  Erie  of  Ryvyers,  Lord  of  Scales  and  of  the  He  of  Wyghtl 
Defendour  and  Diredtour  of  the  Siege  Apoftolique  for  our  holy  Fader 
the  Pope  in  this  Royame  of  Englond,  uncle  and  govern  our  to  my  lord 
the  Pry  nee  of  Wales,  &c.  enprynted  at  Wejlmefre b.  Fol.  1477 

The  boke  namyd  Cordyal - whiche  treteth  of  the  foure  laft  thinges: 

deth,  jugement,  helle,  heven.  Tranflated  out  of  Frenjhe  by  the  noble 
and  vertuoufe  lord  A?ithoine  Erie  of  Ryvyers ,  &c.  delivered  to  me  to 
be  enprynted  on  the  fecund  of  Feverer  1478,  andfynyfhed  on  the  even 
of  thanunciacion  the  24th  of  Marche ,  xix  of  EdwardlV.  Fol.  1479 
r*  T he  Cronicles  of  Englond 3  c  fynyfhed  the  x  of  Juyn,  and  enprynted 
\n  the  Abbey  of  Wefmejlre.  Fol.  148  o 

S  A  defcripcion  of  Britayne  and  Irlond 3  taken  oute  of  the  Policronicon . 
^Fynyfhed  xvm  of  Auguft.  1480 

Thy  mage  or  myrrour  of  the  world 3  tranflated  from  the  Frenjhe,  d  and 
fynyfhed  the  vm  of  Marche ,  the  xxi  yere  of  Kynge  Edw.  IV.  1480 

Godfrey 


*  To  the  right  noble,  right  excellent  and  ver- 
tuous  Prince  George  Due  of  Clarence ,  Erie  of 
Warwick  and  of  Salisburye ,  grete  Chamberlayn 
of  Englond  and  Leutenant  of  Ireland ,  oldeft  bro¬ 
ther  of  King  Edward  4.  &c.  —  I  have  put  me 
in  devoir  to  tranflate  a  lityll  book  late  comen 
into  myn  handes— — in  whiche  I  fynde  th  audio- 
rites  didles  and  ftories  of  auncient  dodtours  phi- 
lofophres,  dsf c .  been  recounted  and  applied  un¬ 
to  the  moralite  of  the  publique  wele  after  the 
game  and  playe  of  the  Cheffe. 

b  The  Book  was  tranflated  out  of  Latin 
into  French  by  Jehan  de  Teonville  Provofl  of 
Paris ,  and  given  in  Englijh  by  Erie  Ryvyers  to 
be  revifed  and  corredted  by  Caxton,  who 
added  a  Chapter  of  Socrates's  Sayings  againft 
Women, 


c  Compiled  by  Ca  x  to  n,  and  carried  down 
to  1460.  This  Book  is  commonly  taken  to  be 
the  fame,  and  confounded  by  our  Writers  with 
the  Chronicle  called  Fruttus  temporum ;  but  they 
are  different  Works,  compiled  and  printed  by 
different  Authors,  at  different  times ;  as  will 
appear  by  comparing  the  account  given  of  the 
latter  in  the  Differ tation ,  p.  13. 

d  It  treteth  of  the  World  and  the  wonderful 
dyvifion  thereof,  in  whiche  a  man  refonable 
may  fee  by  the  figures  therein  the  fituacion  and 
moevying  of  the  firmament  and  how  the  uny- 
verfal  erthe  hangeth  in  the  myddie  of  the  fame 
——tranflated  out  of  Latyn  into  Frenjhe  1245,  and 
now  rudely  out  of  Frenjhe  into  Englijjhe  by  me  fynv 
pie  perfone  William  Caxton  at  the  requeft  colle 
and  difpenfe  of  the  honourable  and  worfliipful 

Hughe 


[  M  I 


Godefrey  of  Boloyne,  or  the  laftfiege  and  conquejl  of  Jherufalem ;  tran¬ 
flated  out  of  Frenjhe  in  th  abba  ye  of  Weflmejlre e.  Fol  148 x 

Tullius  of  old  age ;  and  offriendjhip  j  with  the  declamacyon  of  P .  Cor¬ 
nelius  Scipio  and  C.  Flamyneus  before  the  Senate ,  on  the  queJliony  Wherein 
noblejfe  refieth  ;  tranflated  out  of  Frenjhe  f.  Fol.  148  x 

foly  cron  icon  3  compiled  in  Latin,  by  Ranulph  Higden  Monk  of  Chejlre. 
Tranflated  into  EngliJJhe  by  John  Trevifa  vycarye  of  Barkeley,  at  the 
requeft  of  Thomas  lord  Barkeley.  Continued  from  1357  t0  *460,  by 
me  Ample  perfon  William  Caxton.  Ended  2d  of  Juyll  xxii  of  Ed¬ 
ward  IV.  a  thoufand  four  honderd  and  fourefcore  and  tweyne.,  Fol, 


1482 


The  legende  of  Sayntes ,  called  the  Golden  legende ;  tranflated  out  of 
Frenjhe ,  and  fynyflied  the  xx  day  of  Novemb.  the  fyrft  yere  of  kyng 
Richard  the  thyrd,  2\.Weflmejlre%.  Fol  1483. 


The. 


Hughe  Bryce  Alderman  and  Cytezeyn  of  London , 
entendyng  to  prefent  the  fame  unto  the  vertuous 
noble  and  puiffant  lord  William  lord  Hajiynges 
chamberlayn  unto  the  Kynge  and  his  lieutenant 
of  the  town  of  Calais-— in  whiche  tranflacion  I 
knowleche  myfelf  fymple  rude  and  ignoraunt, 
wherfor  I  humbly  byfeeche  my  fayd  lord  to 
perdoune  me — I  ‘  began  to  tranflate  the  2d  of 
Jany'ver  1480,  fynyfhed  v  1 1 1  of  Marche  x  x  I 
of  the  moil  cryften  Kinge  Edw.  4.  under  the 
fhadowe  of  whos  noble  proteccion,  C5* c. 

e  With  many  hillories  therein  comprifed 
reduced  out  of  Frenjhe  by  me  iimple  perfon-— to 
th  end  that  every  criften  man  may  be  the  better 
encoraged  t  enterprife  warre  for  the  defenfe  of 
criftendom  and  to  recover  the  fayd  Cyte,  £sf c. 
which  book  I  prefente  unto  the  moolte  criften 
Kyng &Edw.  4.  began  the  xii  ofMarche,  fy¬ 
nyfhed  vi  1  day  of  Juyn — and  enprynted  x  x  of 
Ntrvembre?.  x  x  1  yere  of  Edw.  4. 

f  Tulle  of  old  age  tranflated  out  of  Latin  into 
Frenfhe  by  Laurence  de primo  fatto — and  enprynt¬ 
ed  by  me  Ample  peribn  Willia?n  Caxton  into 
Engly/fre  at  the  plaiflr,.  folace  and  reverence  of 
men  growing  into  old  age,  the  x  1 1  day  of  Aug. 
mcccclxxxi.Tulliusde-senectute 
was  tranflated  by  the  ordenaunce  anddefyreof  the 
noble  and  auncient  knyght  Sir  J ohan  Faftolf  of 
Norfolk*  Bannerette,  lyvyngethe  age  of  fourfcore 
yere,  excercifyng  the  warrys  for  the  unyverfal 
welfare  of  both  Koyames  of  England  and  Fraunce 
for  forty  yeres,  admynyftring  juftice  and  po- 
lytique  governaur-ce.  under  three  kynges,  Hemy 


4,  5;  6.  governour  of  the  duchy  0 FAngsou,  -&c/* 
Tullius  de  amichia,  was  tranflated  by 
the  noble  famous  Erie  of  Wurcefre  fone  and  heyerr 
to  the  lord  Typtoft ,  which  in  his  tyme  flowrea  in 
vertue  and  cunny  ng,  to  whom  I  knewe  none  lyke 
emonge  the  lordes  of  the  temporalite  in  fcience 
and  moral  vertue — the  Declamacyon  was  tran¬ 
flated  alfo'  by  the  Erie — whiche  late  pitoufly  loft, 

his  lyf. - When  I  had  enprynted  the  boke  of' 

old  age , — me  feemed  it  according  that  this  fayd 
boke  of  friendjhip  fhould  follow',  bycaule  there 
cannot  be  annexed  to  old  age  a  better  thynge 
than  good  and  very  friendftiip  ; — whiche  lytil 
volume  I  have  empryfed  tenprynte  under  the 
umbre  and  fhadowe  of  the  noble  proteccion  of 
our  mooli  dradde  foverayn  and  mooli  criften 
kyng  Edward  the  fourthe,  to  whom  I  mooli 
humbly  byfeeche  to  recevve  the- fayd 'book,  £ffr. 

s  We  have  three  Copies  of  this  book,  but  all 
imperfed,  both  in  the  beginning  and  end ;  fo 
that  they  give  us  neither  the  Title  nor  the  Date : 
but  from  the  Contents  it  appears  to  be  the  fame 
that  is  delcribed  by  Mr.  Matt  air e  under  the  Ti¬ 
tle  of  La  Legende  Doree,  printed  1483.  in  large 
Folio,  each  Page  in  two  Columns.  The  Ca¬ 
talogue  of  Ca  x  ton’s  Works  given  by  Palmer 
and  Bagford,  recites  two  Editions  of  a  Book  call¬ 
ed  Vitas  Patrum  ;  but  they  are  probably  no  o- 
ther  than  different  Editions  of  the  Golden  Legend , 
which  from  a  fimilitude  of  the  Subjed  they  have 
miftaken  for-  the  other  Work  ;  which  in  reality 
was  never  publifhed  by  Caxton  j  who,  after 
having  tranflatedandprepared.it  for  the  Prefs, 


[  *5  ] 


The  bdke  called  Cat  on ;  [or  Cato  s  Precepts  in  Latin,  with  a  V  erfion 
and  Comment  in  Englijh ]  tranflatecL  out-  of  Frenjhe ,  in  th  abbaye  of 
Wejlmynjlre ,  xxm  of  Decembre .  the  firft  of  III.  dedicated  to 
the  Cyte  of  London h.  i7*?/,'  1483 

book  of  th  enjeignmentes  and  techynge  that  the  Knyght  of  the  Toure 
made  to  his  doughters.  Tranflated  out  of  Frenjhe,  Enprynted  the  la  ft 
daye  of  Janyver ,  the  firft  of  Rich.  III. *  Fol.  1483 

The  Ry a l  book,  or  book  for  a  kyng  k ;  in  whiche  ben  compryfed  the 
x  commandements,  the  xii  artycles  of  the  fayth,  the  vii  dedely  fynnes, 
the  vii  petycions  of  the  Pater  nofter ,  the  yeftes  of  the  holy  ghooft, 
the  vii  vertues,  &c.  reduced  out  of  Frenjhe  into  Englyjhe  at  the  requejl 
of  a  (ynguler  frende , ,  a  mercer  of  London *  Fynyfhed  xi  1 1  Septem .  the 
j'econd  of  Rich.  III.  Fol.  1484 

The  book  of  good  maners 1 ;  delyvered  to  me  by  a  fpecyal  frende  of  myn 
a  mercer  of  London  named  William  Praat ;  tranflated  out  of  Frenfoe . 
Fynyfhed  the  vm  of  Juyn ,  m.iiiiclxxxvi.  firft  yere  of  kyng  Harry 
the  VII.  enprynted  xi  of  Maye  after.  Fol.  1487 


died  before  the  Impreflion  ;  which  was  execut¬ 
ed  afterwards  by  Wynftyn  de  JVordey  with  this 
Colophon : 

Vitas  Patrum.  The  ryht  devout  and  folytary 
lyfe  of  the  auncyent  or  olde  holy  faders  hermy tes 

dwellying  in  the  defertes - upon  whiche  have 

wryten  St.  Jerom — tranflated  out  of  Frenjhe  into 
FngliJJhe  by  Wyllyam  Caxton  of  Wejlmyiijlre  late 
deed,  and  fynyfhed  at  the  laft  daye  of  his  lyfF — 
enprynted  in  the  fayd  towne  of  Wejlmynjlre  by 
me  Wynhyn  de  Worde.  1495. 

h  To  the  noble  auncyent  and  renommed  Cyte, 
the  Cyte  of  London  iu  Englond ,  I  William  Caxton 
Cytezeyn  and  Conjurye  of  the  fame,  of  the  fra- 
ternyte  and  felaufliip  of  mercerye  owe  of  ryght 
my  fervyfe  and  good  wyll,  and  of  very  dute  am 
bounden  natureliy  to  aflifte  and  counceille  as 
ferforth  as  I  can,  as  to  my  moder,  of  whom  I 
have  receyved  my  noureture  and  lyvynge,  and 
fnal  praye  for  the  good  profperite  and  polecye 
of  the  fame  duryng  my  lyf,  &c. 

*  Whiche  boke  is  comen  to  my  handes  by 
the  requeft  and  defyre  of  a  noble  lady  which 
hath  brougt  forth  many  fayr  dougters — and  for 
the  ziele  and  love  that  fhe  hath  to  her  fayr 


children-— hath  defyred  me  to  tranflate  it  into 
EngyliJJh-— in  whiche  werke  I  fynd  many  good 
enleignmentis  So  lernynges  by  evydent  hiltoryes 
of  audtorite  and  good  enfamples  for  al  maner  of 
peple  in  generally,  but  in  efpecyal  for  ladyes 
and  gentilwymen  dougters  to  lordes  and  gen- 
tilmen,  tsV. 

k  Compiled  atte  requefte  of  kyng  Phelyp  le 
Bele  of  Fraunce,  1279.  reduced  out  of  Frenjhe 
into  Englifjhe  by  me— atte  requefte  of  a  worfhip- 
ful  marchaunt  and  mercer  of  London-far  a  fpe¬ 
cyal  book  to  knowe  al  vyces,  and  braunches 
of  them  and  alfo  al  vertues — whiche  for — the 
right  grete  fubftance  whiche  is  compryfed  there¬ 
in  may  and  ought  to  be  called  ryal— -and  alfo 
bycaufe  that  it  was  made  atte  requeft  of  that 
ryght  noble  kyng  Phelyp. 

1  Compiled  by  the  venerable  Frere  Jaques  le 
Grautit  lycencyat  in  Theologye  religyous  of  the 
ordre  of  St.  Augujlui- — whiche  book  is  of  audio - 
rite  for  as  moche  as  there  is  nothyng  fayd  there¬ 
in  but  for  the  mooft  parte  it  is  aledged  by  fcryp- 
ture  or  ellis  by  fayeng  of  holy  feyntes  dodlours 
philofophres,- — - 


[  *6  ] 


5 The  doctrinal  of  fapyence y  ryght  utile  and  prouffy table  to  alle  cryften 
men  ;  tranflated  out  of  Frenjhe  at  Wejlmefer ,  and  fynyfhed  vii  of  May. 
W.  C.  m  '  1489 

F’be  book  of  the  fayt  of  armes  and  chyvalrie  whiche  Chriftyne  of  Pyfe 
dr  ewe  out  of  Vegecius  de  re  militari  -y  which  book  being  in  Frenjhe  was 
delyvered  to  me  by  the  mooft  criften  kyng  my  foverayn  lord,  Hen.  vii. 
to  be  tranflated  into  Englijhe,  xxm  of  Jan .  the  m  i  yere  of  his  reign. 

- -Enprynted  xini  Juyll  next  following.  Fol.  1489 

The  boke  of  Eneydos - made  in  Latyn  by  that  noble  Poete  and  grete 

clerke  Vyrgyle ; - tranflated  from  the  Frenj he  into  Englijjhe  [profe] 

xxn  Juyn,  fyfthe  of  Hen .  VII  n.  Fol.  W.  C.  1490 

ConfeJJio  Amantis .  A  Poem  in  Englifo  by  John  Gower .  Fol.  at 

Wejtmejlre  o.  1493 

A  book  containing  many  godly  treatifes  tranflated  out  of  FrenJJh  p. 
Fol.  W.  C.  1493 

Books 


m  The  ryght  reverent  fader  in  God  Guy  de 
Roye  by  the  dyvine  myferacion  Archebyfhop  of 
Sence  hath  doon  it  to  be  wreton  for  the  helthe  of 
his  foule  and  of  the  foules  of  alle  hys  people-- and 
in  fpecyal  it  is  made  for  fymple  layemen — to  ftir 
them  up  to  devotion. — 

All  our  Writers  on  Printing  obferve,  that 
Caxton  diftinguifh’d  his Impreftions  by  a  par¬ 
ticular  Device,  confifting  of  the  initial  Letters 
of  his  Name,  with  a  cypher  between,  which 
they  interpret  to  hand  for  74,  and  to  refer  to 
the  firh  year  of  his  Printing  1474  :  but  as  far  as 
I  can  find,  he  began  only  to  ufe  this  Cypher 
near  the  end  of  his  Life,  and  in  his  lateh  Works ; 
this  Book  being  the  firh  of  this  Catalogue,  in 
which  I  have  obferved  it  to  be  applied,  as  it  ge¬ 
nerally  is  in  thofethat  he  afterwards  publifhed. 

n  I  praye  Mayher  Job.  Skelton  late  created 
poete  laureate  in  the  Univerfite  of  Oxenforde  to 
overfee  and  corrette  this  boke — for  hym  I  knowe 
for  fuffycyent  to  expowne  every  dyffyculte  that 
is  therin — for  he  hath  late  tranflated  the  Epyftles 
of  Tulle  and  the  boke  of  Dyodorus  Siculus  and  dy- 
verfe  other  werkes  out  of  Latyn ,  not  in  rude 
and  olde  langage .  but  in  polylhed  and  ornate 
termes  craftily .  as  he  that  hath  redde  Vyrguley 
0<vyde .  Tullye .  and  all  the  other  noble  poetes 
and  oratours,  to  me  unknown — and  alfo  he 
hath  redde  the  1  x  mufes,  and  underhande  their 
muhcalle  fcyences,  and  to  whom  of  theymeche 
fcyence  is  appropred.  I  fuppofe  he  hath  dron- 
ken  of  Elicor$ s  well-—- whiche  boke  I  prefente 


unto  the  hye  born  my  tocommynge  haturell 
and  foverayn  lord  Arthur  Prynce  of  Walys ,  Due 
of  Cornenvayll  and  Erie  of  Chejler  fyrft  bygoten 
fone  and  heyer  unto  our  moft  dradde  naturall  and 
foverayn  lord  and  moft  cryften  kyng  Henry  V II. 

0  Enprynted  at  Weflmejlre  and  fynyfhed  the 
2d  of  Septem.  the  fyrft  yere  of  Kyngei^V^.  III. 

mcccclxxxxiii . - From  the  inconfiftent 

account  of  the  Date  of  this  Book,  it  appears,  that 
either  an  x  muft  have  been  added  by  miftake 
to  the  year  of  Impreflion ;  or,  what  I  rather 
take  to  be  the  cafe,  this  was  a  fecond  Edition 
printed  x  years  later  than  the  firft,  but  with  the 
very  fame  Colophon ,  excepting  this  change  of 
its  Date.  The  Author  was  contemporary  with 
Chaucer ,  and  a  celebrated  Poet  and  Scholar  in 
that  Age. — At  the  end  of  his  Work  there  is  an 
Advertifement  in  Latin  to  this  EfFeft  : 

Pray  for  the  Soul  of  John  Gower ;  for  who¬ 
mever  prays  for  his  Soul,  fhall  mercifully  en¬ 
joy  in  the  Lord  a  thoufand  and  five  hundred 
days  of  pardon,  granted  in  due  form  by  the 
Church,  for  each  time  that  he  fhall  fo  pray. 

P  By  a  perfone  that  is  unperfight  in  fuch 
werke,  wherfor  he  humbly  byfeche  the  lernyd 
reders  wyth  pacyens  to  corre&e  it— -and  of  their 
charyte  to  pray  for  the  foule  of  the  tranflatour 
— -  the  boke  treateth  fyrft  of  the  glory ous  paffion 
of  our  Savyour,  and  the  compafcyon  that  his 
bleffyd  moder  had  therof ;  and  alfo  wherfore 
we  ought  to  love  our  Savyour  more  than  ony 
other  thynge. 


[  VT  ] 

Books  without  a  Date, 

The  recueyll  or  gadryng  togeder  of  the  hifforyes  of  Troye  ;  —  —  tranflated 
out  of  Frenjhe%  FoL 

Boecius  de  confolacione  philofophie  j  tranflated  into  Englifffo  by  Geffrey 
Chaucer r.  FoL 

r  The  lyf  of  the  glory ous  Vyrgyn  and  Martyr  Saynt  Katheryn  of  Sene  ^ 

i  jwith  \ 

S  The  Revelacyons  of  Saynt  FLlyfabeth  the  kynges  dougter  of  Hungary 

c  FoL  W.  C. 

Speculum  vite  Criffi  ;  or,  the  myrroure  of  the  hleffyd  lyf  of  ffhefu  Cryffe ; 
compiled  from  the  Latin  book  of  Dr.  Bonaventure  de  meditacione  vite 

Alfo  lheweth  another  treatife  moche  prouffyt-  flated  is  rare  and  not  fpred  ne  knowen  as  it  is 
able  for  reformacyon  of  foules  defoyled  wyth  digne  and  worthy,  for  the  erudicion  of  fuche  as 
any  of  the  vi  i  dedely  fynnes.  ben  ignoraunt,  atte  requefte  of  a  Anguler  frende 

Item,  Another  ihewynge  the  fignes  of  gooftly  and  goiTib  of  myne,  I  William  Caxtcn  have 
love.  done  my  devoir  tenprynte  it  in  fourme  as  is  here. 

Item ,  A  treatife  of  the  vertues  and  of  the  afore  made. — And  furthermore  I  defire  .and  re¬ 
launches  of  the  appultree  whiche  is  expouned  quire  you  that  of  your  charite  ye  wold  praye  for 
morally.  the  foul  of  the  fayd  worlhipful  man  Geff.  Ghaucer , , 

Alfo  is  declared  wherby  men  maye  feke  the  Aril  tranflatour  of  this  fayd  boke  into  EngliJJb 
love  of  our  Lord.  »  and  enbeliffher  in  making  the  fayd  langage  or- 

And  the  lall  treaty fe  fpekyth  to  exhorte  the  nate  and  fayr. — 
perfone  to  efchewe  and  have  in  contempte  all  To  the  end  of  the  Book  is  added  the  Epitaph 
evyll  thoughtes — whiche  boke  was  lately  tran-  of  Ghaucer  in  Latin  Verfe,  made  at  the  Inltance  t. 
flated  out  of  Frenffbe ,  1493,  by  a  right  well  and  Coll  of  Caxton,  by  Stephen  Surigon  of 
dyfpofed  perfone,  for  bycaufe  he  thoughte  it  Milan ,  Poet  Laureat.  The  Book  is  without 
neceflary  to  al  devoute  peple  to  rede  or  here  it  Signatures,  Date,  and  Place  of  Printing,  which 
redde.  And  alfo  caufed  the  fayd  boke  to  be  fhews  it  to  be  one  of  his  earlieft  Works.  . 
enprynted.  f  I  purpos  by  our  Lordis  mercy- — to  translate . 

Tranflated  out  of  Latyn  into  Frenjhe ,  by  the  into  Engylifjhe ,  the  Legende  and  the  hlejjid  lyf  of  an 
venerable  perfone  Racul  le  Fe<vre  preefl,  and  by  holy  mayde  and  noirgyn. — This  Legende  compyled. 
me  indigne  and  unworthy  tranflated  into  this  aworfliipfull  clerke  Fryer  Reymond  of  the  ordre 
rude  Englijh,  by  the  comandement  of  my  fayd  of  Saynt  Domynic ,  doftor  of  devyny te  and  con-  - 
redoubtid  lady  duches  of  Bourgone — whice  werke  feflour  of  this  holy  virgyn. — 111  this  tranflacion 
[of  tranflating]  was  begonne  in  Brugis,  and  I  leveof- — al  poyntes  of  devyny  te  which  pafleth. 
contynued  in  Gaunt,  and  finyfhed  in  Coleyn ,  your  underftondyng — and  that  thou  geve  full 
1471. —  credence  to  that  I  Aral  wryte,  the  veryte  may 

r  For  as  moche  as  the  ftile  of  it  is  harde  and  be  prevyd  wythout  ony  feynyng  bi  fcryptures 
difficile  to  be  underllonde  of  Ample  perfones,  of  her  confeffours — and  alfo  the  wytnes  I  pur- 
Therfore  the  worfhipful  fader  and  firll  foundeur  pole  to  put  in  at  the  ende  of  eche  chapytre,  as 
and  enbeliffher  of  ornate  eloquence  in  our  En-  that  worfnipful  Clerke  did. — 
glifjh,  I.mene  Mayfter  Geffrey  Chaucer,  hath  tran-  t  Saynt  Elyfaheth  aboute  the  endynge  of  her ' 
flated  it  oute  of  Latyn  into  oure  ufual  and  moder  lyfF,  the  whiche  was  1231,  affermyd  that  fhe 
tongue,  followyng  the  Latyn  as  neygh  as  is  pof-  had  feyn  and  herde,  as  it  is  above  wryten  :  and 
Able  to  be  underitande.  Wherein  in  myne  op-  fhe  fayde  that  file  hadde  fo  grete  certavnte  of 
pynon  he  hath  defervid  a  perpetuell  lawde  and  theyrri  all,  that  fhe  wolde  rather  fuffre  detlv. 

thanke  of  al  this  noble  royame  of  Englond. -  thenne  to  double  ony  lytyll  part  of  theim  that 

Thenne.for  as  moche  as  this  layd  boke  fo  tran-  they  were  not  trewe. 

E  2.  Criffi: 


Cn y?/v,5— -  together  with  a  fhorte  treaty ce  of  the  hyeft  and  moftc 
worthy  'Sacramentc  of  Criftes  bleffid  body,  and  the  merveylles  therof. 

M  ftf  ‘W.  C.  ‘  ”  .  '  * 

Direclorium  Saccrdotum  :  five  Ordinate  Jecundum  ufutn  Sarum,  una 
cum  Deferijorio  ejufdem  DireBorij  x;  item  Tradlatus  qui  dicitur,  Crede 
michi  y.  Fol. 

The  book  of  fame  ;  made  by  Gejfery  Chaucer z.  Fol 
The  Chajlyfyng  of  Goddes  Chyldern  a  book  prouffy table  for  mannes 
foule  and  right  comfortable  to  the  body,  and  fpecyally  in  adverfite. 
Fol  *  • 


A  boke  compofed  of  diverfe  ghoftly  maters ;  of  whiche 
The  fyrft  treatife  is  named  Orologiu?n  Sapiencie a,  fhewying  vn  poyntes 
of  true  love  of  everlaftynge  wifdom.  At  Wefimynjlr.e . 


v  Memorandum,  quod  circa  annum  domini 
1410,  originalis  copia  huj  us  libri  in  Anglicis  pre- 
fentebatur  Londoni  per  compilatorem  ejurdem, 
Reverendiflimo  in  Crifto  Patri  &  Domino 
Thome  Arundell  Cantuarienfi  Archiepifcopo,  ad 
infpiciendum  Sc  debite  examinendum  anteqam 
fuerat  libere  communicata.  Qui  poll  infpebtio- 
nem  ejufdem  per  dies  aliquot  retradens  ipfum 
librum  memorato  ejufdem  libri  proprie.vocis  ora- 
culo  in  fmgulis  commendavit  Sc  approbavit, 
necnon  Sc  auftoritate  fua  metropolitica  utpote 
catholicum  publice  communicandum  decrevit  & 
mandavit  ad  fidelium.  edificationem  Sc  heretico- 
rum  five  Lollardorumconfutacionem. 

And  fo  for  as.moche  as  in  the  boke  ben  con- 
teyned  dyverfe  ymagynacyons  of  Cryftes  lyf, 
the  whiche  lyf  from  the  begynnynge  in  to  the 
endying  eyver  blelfyd  and  without  fynne  pafl- 
ynge  alle  the  ly  ves  of  alle  other  fayntes,  as  for  a 
fynguler  prerogaty  ve  maye  be  cleped  The  blejjyd, 
lyf  ofjhej'u  Crijle,  the  whyche  alfo  bycaufe  hyt 
maye  not  be  fully  defcryved,  as  the  lyves  of 
other  fayntes,  but  in  a  manere  of  lykeneffe  as 
the  ymage  of  mannes  face  is  Ihewed  in  the 
myrrour,  therfore  as  for  a  pertynent  name  to 
thys  booke  hyt  may  skylfully  be  cleped  The 
Myrrour e  of  the  blefyd  If  of  Jhefu  Cryjle. 

*  Ad  fin.  —  Impreffum  eft  hoc  direflorium 
cum  defenforio  ejuidem  per  William  Caxton , 
&pud  Weftmonafterium  prope  London. 

v  Crede  michi 

jfequentes  Ardculi  ventulati  funt.&  approbati  per 
canonicos  ^ecclefie  Sarum.  — 

Ad  fin-  - —  ver0  ^oc  °pere  non  fcri- 

bitur  aliqua  regula  nifi  fit  vera  fecundum  ordinale 
Sarum  Sc  bene  ventilata,  ac  peritorum  virorum 
tcftimonio  ac  figillis  wnfirmata.  Ideo  prefens 


opufculum  vocatur  Ca  ed  e  m  i  h  i,  nam qui  pre- 
duftas  regulas  memoriter  tenet  vix  .poterit  errare 
in  fervicio  divino,  Deo  gratias. 

This.is  the  only  Book  that  we  have  of  Ca  x- 
ton’s  printing  in  Latin  j  which  I  have  not 
obferved  to  be  mentioned  in  any  Catalogue  of 
liis  Works.  It  confutes  a  Notion  that  has 
commonly  obtained,  that  he  confined  himfelf 
to  the  printing  of  Englijh.  Tho',  befides  the 
prefent  Volume,  which  is  of  no  fmall  fize  in 
Folio,  and  a  Latin  Edition  of  Bartholomew  de 
proprietatibus  rerum ^  afcribed  to  him  by  Wynkytt 
de  Worde ,  there  is  a  good  deal  of  the  Latin  Text 
intermixed  with  fome  of  the  Tranflations  that 
he  publiftied :  as  of  Boetius  de  confolatione  ;  Cato  ; 
the  x  1 1  Broujfytes  of  Tribulacyon  j  Speculum  njite 
Crijliy  Sec. 

z  Whiche  werke  as  me  femeth  be  craftily 
made,  for  he  towchyth  in  it  ryght  grete  wyfe- 
dom  and  fubtyll  underltondying,  and  fo  in  all 
his  werkys  he  exccllyth  in  myn  opynyon  all 
other  wryters  in  our  Englyfjhy  for  he  wryteth  no 
voyde  wordes,  but  alle  hys  matter  is  full  of  hye 
and  quyeke  fentence.  —  To  whom  ougt  to  be 
gyven  laude  and  preyfyng  for  hys  noble  mak- 
yng  and  wrytyng, — for  of  hym  alle  other  have 
borowed  fyth  and  taken. — 

a  That  name  was  gyven  therto  as  hyt  is  feyde 
in  the  proheme  of  the  boke  bycaufe  that  the 
mater  therof  was  Ihewyn  to  hym  that  wrote  hit 
as  in  a  vifioun  under  the  figure  and  liknefs  of  a 
wonder  fayre  Orologe  fetet  and  arayed  wyth 
paflynge  fayre  Rofes  and  wyth  Symbales  fwete 
lownynge,  &c. — 

£>ui  legit  emendet ,  prefforem  non  rtprehendat 

Wylklmum  Caxton  >  Cut  deus  alta  tradat. 


[  *s>  ] 

The  feconde  (heweth  xn  prouffytes  of  tribtdacyon  &  W.  C. 

The  thyrde  fheweth  the  holy  rule  oj  Saynt  Renet c ;  enprynted  at  IV ef 
mynfre  by  defiryng  of  certeyn  worfliipfull  perfones.  Quarto. 

A  Colledion  of  Chaucers  Poems  d.  Quarto. 


b  A  lytill  ftiorte  treatyfe  that  tellyth  how 
there  were  v  1 1  mayfters  aflembled  togydre  e- 
veryche  one  asked  other  what  thynge  they 
jnyghte  belt  fpeke  of  that  myght  plefe  God, 
and  were  mooft  profitable  to  the  people.  And 
all  they  were  accorded  to  fpeke  of  tribulacyon. 

c  A  compendious  abftradte  tranflate  into  En - 
gliffoe  out  of  the  holy  rule  of  Saynte  Benet  for 
men  and  wymen  of  the  habyte  therof  the 
whiche  underftonde  lytyll  Eaten  or  none,  to 
the  entent  that  they  maye  often  rede,  execute 
the  hole  rewll  and  the  better  kepe  it  than  it  is, 
accordyng  to  the  abyte  and  their  ftreyte  pro- 
feflyon,  &c. 

d  This  Book  is  without  Signatures,  Date, 
Place,  or  Name  of  Printer,  and  contains  the  fol¬ 
lowing  Pieces  : 

Stans  puer  ad  menfam ;  or,  LefTons  of  Behavi¬ 
our  to  the  Young. 

An  holy  Salve  regina  in  EngUJb. 


Parvus  Catho. 

Magnus  Catho,  in  four  Books. 

Fable  of  the  Chorle  and  the  Birde. 

- of  the  Horfe,  the  Ghoos,  and  the 

Sheep,  iAc. 

A  lift  of  proper  terms  or  phrafes,  in  fpeaking 
ofbeafts,  birds,  iefc. 

The  Temple  of  glas. 

Scipios  dream,  called  The  Parlaiment  of  birds  > 
or ,  Temple  of  brafs . 

A  tretyfe  whiche  John  Slogan  fente  unto  the 
lordes  and  gentilmen  of  the  kynges  hows,  ex- 
ortyng  them  to  lofe  no  tyme  in  their  yougthe. 

The  good  counceyl  of  Chaucer ;  or,  the  book 
of  curtelye. 

Annelida  and  Arcyte. 

Chaucer  s  complaint  to  his  purfe. 

The  nuove  of  Chaucer  to  Kynge  Henry  the 
Fourth. 
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BOOKS  printed  for,  and  fold  by  William  Thurlbourn , 
over-againft  the  Senate-Houfe  in  Cambridge . 

KEILII  Introdu&io  ad  Veram  Aftronomiam,  8vo,  Lat 

Ariftotelis  Rhetorica,  Grasc.  Lat.  8vo.  Ed.  Guil.  Battle,  Coll. 
Regal.  Soc. 

-ABp.  King  s  Effay  on  the  Origin  of  Evil.  Tranflated  from  the  Latin. 
With  large  Notes.  By  Edm .  Law ,  M.  A.  Fellow  of  Chrijl' s-College , 
Cambridge,  The  fecond  Edition,  corrected  and  enlarged  from  the 
Author’s  MSS.  2  vols  8vo.  . 

An  Enquiry  into  the  Ideas  of  Space,  Time,  Immenfity  and  Eternity ; 
in  anfwer  to  Mr.  yackfon.  By  Edm .  Law ,  M.  A.  To  which  is 
added,  A  Differtation  on  the  Argument  a  priori,  by  a  Learned  Hand* 

l .  An  Eflay  on  Moral  Obligation,  with  a  View  towards  fettling  the 
Controverfy  concerning  Moral  and  Pofitive  Duties.  8vo, 

2.  A  Sermon  on  the  Infufficiency  of  the  Law  of  Nature. 

3.  A  Letter  to  Mr.  Chandler ,  in  Vindication  of  a  Paffage  in  the  Lord 
Bilhop  of  London's  fecond  Paftoral  Letter. 

Thefe  Three  by  Tho,  JohnJon,  M.  A.  Fellow  of  Magdelen- College^ 
Cambridge . 

i.  A  Letter  from  Rome,  fhewing  an  exaft  Conformity  between  Popery 
and  Paganifm.  4to. 

•2.  Oratio  de  Novo  Phyfiologiae  Explicandas  Munere,  ex  Celeberrimi 
Woodwardi  Teftamento  Inftituto.  4to. 

3.  De  Medicorum  apud  Veteres  Romanos  Degentium  Conditione  Dife 
fertatio,  4to. 

4.  Defenfio  Diflertationis  de  Medicorum,  &c.  4to. 

Thefe  Four  by  Conyers  Middleton ,  D.  D,  Principal  Librarian  of 
the  Univerfity  of  Cambridge . 

An  Examination  of  the  late  Archdeacon  Echard's  Account  of  the  Mar¬ 
riage  Treaty  between  King  Charles  II.  and  the  Infanta  of  Portugal ’ 
By  Dr.  Colebatch,  of  Trinity-College ,  Cambridge*  4to» 


Sermons 


»'Jg 


Books  printed  for,  and  fold  by  IVilliam  Thurlboum. 

51  - 

Sermons  and  Dilcourfes  on  Pra&icafSubje&s.  By  Robert  Mo/s,  D.  D. 

late  Dean  of  Ely,  and  Preacher  to  the  Hon.  Society  of  Grafs-lnn * 
5  vols.  8vo; 

Eight  Sermons  preached  at  the  Hon.  Robert  Boyle  s  Ledture  in  the  firft 
/  year,  1692.  By  Richard  Bently,  M.  A.  To  which  are  added,  three 
Sermons ;  one  at the  Publick  Commencement  in  Cambridge,  1696, 
^  *  when  he  proceeded. Dpftor  in  Divinity;  another  before  the  Univer> 
fky,  Nov.  5,  1 7  i^^nd%)ne  before  his  late  Majefty  King  George  I, 

>  JFeb.  i,  17 1 8 vo.  -The  fixth  Editions 

Oratio  de  Phyfiologiae  Explicahdae  Munere  ex  Celeberrimi  Woodward! 
Teftamento  Inftituto?  a  Carolo  Mafon,  A.  M.  Col.  SS.  Trim  Soc# 

,  &  LeCtore  WopdwardiaTio.  -Vi  ^  r 

A  Compendious  Syftem  of  Natural  Philofophy,  2  Parts.  8voj; 

An  Index  to  the  Sermons  publiflfd  lince  the  Reftoration,  pointing  out 
the  Texts  in  the.  order  they  lie  in  the  Bible, "Ihewing  the  Occafion 
on  which  they  were  preached,  and  directing  to  the  Volume  and5 
Page  where  they  occur.  8vo.  *'■ 


In  a  few  days  will  be  fiuhMJj?  dr 


jIJseftiones  Philofophicse  in,  jufti  Syftematis  ordinem  difpolitse  | 
Audloribus  addudtis,  &  fingulis  in  propdas  Hy pothefes  difpertitis* 
Opera  Tho.  Johnfon,  A.  M.  Coll.  Magd.  Cant.  Soc.  Editia 
fecunda,  multb  au&ior,  &  ad;  ufus  Academicos  accommcdatior. 
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